
Hi!

I’m Dwight Clough, and wel-
come to the preview edition
of  What I  Believe About You:
Help for your faith journey!

The  actual  book  starts  in  a
few pages, but first I want to
take a little time to introduce
myself  and  explain  why  I
wrote this book. I think you’ll want to know who it’s for, and how it will help
you and your friends.

I came into a relationship with Jesus Christ in 1968 in the little town of  Car-
olina Beach, North Carolina. Pastor Marshall Weaver of  the Carolina Beach
Community Church came over to our home, and explained to us how we
could be born again, experience God’s forgiveness, and begin a new life fol-
lowing Jesus. 

I heard what he said, and I was in. When I prayed that prayer, I truly felt like
the Spirit of  God swooped down from heaven, cleaned out the inside of  my
soul, and made me a brand new person. I was only ten years old, but I was in-
stantly gripped with a desire to share my new faith with anyone else who
would listen.

As a boy, I was deeply inspired by the missionaries who visited our church
and shared stories of  God showing up for them. Perhaps that’s one of  the
reason’s why I became a Christian author—to share with others the inspiring
stories of  God showing up in the lives of  the people He loves.

That was the theme of  the book I coauthored with Dr. Thomas Shaw: Amaz-
ing Faith. We interviewed Christian leaders such as Dr. Gary Chapman (Love
Languages),  Jerry Jenkins (Left Behind),  George Verwer (Operation Mobiliza-
tion),  and others  and recorded  stories  of  God showing  up in  the  Soviet
Union, in the inner city, for a cancer patient, for a pioneer in racial reconcilia-
tion and much more. 



More information on Amazing Faith here:
http://dwightclough.com/books2/dwight-clough-
books/amazing-faith/



Anyway, I ended up attending and graduating from Moody Bible Institute of
Chicago, where I met my wife of  35+ years, Kim. Kim and I have four chil -
dren who are now (2015) in their late teens and early twenties. 

Here’s  a  picture of  my daughter,  Liza,  in  Kathmandu, Nepal where she’s
sharing her faith journey with a crowd that gathered.

I’m blessed to be married to a woman who deeply loves God. We’ve always
wanted to honor God with our lives, but that doesn’t mean that our lives have
been free from trouble. Just like you, we’ve wrestled with our set of  chal -
lenges.  Our  path  has  intersected  with  rape,  cancer,  addiction,  overdose,
poverty, homelessness, grief, loss, bankruptcy and more.

I could talk about any or all of  that, but I think I’ll talk about something that
changed our lives. One warm night when my wife was pregnant with our sec-
ond child,  she  woke  me up in  the  middle  of  the  night  and  said  to  me,
“Dwight, I can’t breathe.”

Crazy, huh? I  couldn’t figure out what she meant.  Just  open your mouth and
breathe, I thought. But she pushed past me, ran to the living room, pressed her



face up to the window air conditioner, and caught her breath in great gasps. I
didn’t know what was going on, but it happened again and again. As time
passed, it go worse and worse. She couldn’t stand being outside because of  all
those miles of  atmosphere pressing down on her. And she couldn’t stand be-
ing inside because she felt trapped.

We went to the doctor, and he gave this condition a name: My wife was expe-
riencing panic attacks. 

Hmm.

Panic sounded like fear and anxiety to me. And the Bible has much to say
about fear. We had both memorized many verses on fear. So, being the help-
ful husband that I was, I gave her a list of  verses, and encouraged her to re-
cite them aloud.

You might be able to guess: That didn’t go over very well. I’m glad she didn’t
divorce me on the spot. 

Finally, God stepped in and helped me understand my wife’s predicament a
little better: He let me experience a couple of  panic attacks of  my own.

Oh.

We had a problem. We had a problem that prayers, Bible reading, name it and
claim it,  speaking  the  word,  church attendance,  Christian service  and any
other Christian technique I knew about couldn’t touch. We had a problem
our faith couldn’t handle. 

Medication. 

She took meds, and that brought the panic back from 24/7 to something
manageable. But the peace and joy that Jesus promised eluded us. Where was
the abundant life He promised? Or would we just need to wait until we got to
heaven for that?

About this time we became aware that there was a way of  inviting Jesus into
the hurting places of  our lives. We learned of  someone who knew how to do
that, and we made an appointment with him for September 13, 2001. (You
probably remember what that week was like.)

I’m a natural skeptic, and I don’t just swallow something because somebody



says it’s going to work. So I grilled Steve for about an hour before I let him
pray with my wife. 

Then he prayed with her for a half  hour.

The next morning, she threw away her medication and lived panic free for
the following eighteen months. 

Now there’s a lot more to the story—more than I have time to tell here. Our
marriage was transformed. Many of  my anger issues were resolved. We both
calmed way down. We treated our children differently. The list of  changes
goes on and on. You could read all about that journey in my book, The Gift of
Transformation.  (And please understand, I’m not saying that there’s anything
wrong with medication, nor am I advocating that anybody quit their meds
without consulting an appropriate professional.  I’m just saying that’s  what
happened with us.)



The Gift of  Transformation is available in paperback available
here: https://www.createspace.com/3675854



The Gift  of  Transformation is  available as a  Kindle e-book
here: 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B005KXB678

Over the next two or three years, we met many times with Steve. As a result
of  encountering Jesus in these meetings, we changed a great deal. We learned
a great deal. The most important thing is this:  We learned how to experi-
ence God on a whole new level. I’m not talking about anything spooky or
New Age or ultra-Charismatic or anything like that. I’m just talking about the
quiet miracle of  inviting Jesus into our secret, hidden struggles and watching
Him say, “Peace, be still.” 

The more we experienced God and His love for us, the more our perspective
on everything changed. This was particularly true of  the Bible.  The Bible
opened up to us and became like a brand new book. We began to see an in -
credibly good and loving God in the Bible that we had somehow missed be-
fore. Yes, we always tried to honor and worship God, but we had no idea that
He was so…good. 

I started to write little snippets about my own discoveries of  God as I was
reading the Bible. That evolved into a daily email devotional that I called Dis-
coveries. Subscribers in over 30 nations on every continent (with the possible
exception of  Antarctica) started reading these  Discoveries. It was amazing to
me to hear from people in Kenya, Saudi Arabia, India, Pakistan, Colombia,
Malaysia and so on who were being deeply touched by by the things God was
showing me. (By the way, I’m starting to resurrect some of  these Discoveries in
my blog at EmpowerGood.com.)

As time went on, I began to notice that many Christians, particularly younger
Christians were not at all familiar with the Bible. For many people, the Bible
was a forbidding book. And those who did venture into it seemed to find a
God who was jealous, angry, petty and mostly disgusted with us all the time.

I felt this  was tragic.  I needed to do something to defend God’s name. I
needed to share with people the beautiful God we had experienced and had
rediscovered in the pages of  scripture. That’s why I began writing the series,
The Easy Bible®.  The Easy Bible® is a guided reading program for seekers and



new believers. It introduces people not just to the Bible, but to the wonderful
God behind the Bible. It shows readers how to “taste and see that God is
good.” I’ve included many of  my Discoveries in the pages of  The Easy Bible®. 

Paperback available here:

Volume One: https://www.createspace.com/3738738

Volume Two: https://www.createspace.com/3778833

Volume Three: https://www.createspace.com/4055998

Volume Four: https://www.createspace.com/4174644

Kindle e-book available here: 

Volume One: http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00BXTQWBS

Volume Two: http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00BXSTCVQ



Volume Three: http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00BXPICGK

Volume Four is not available in Kindle as of  this writing.

For more information on The Easy Bible®, visit TheEasyBible.com

After creating the first couple volumes of  The Easy Bible®, I started leading a
group from the recovery community using this series of  books. Each week,
we met and discussed another one of  the daily readings. While it wasn’t a
huge group—we probably didn’t average any more than twenty-five—some-
times less, incredible things seemed to happen. Each week, God showed up
and people who were struggling in their relationship with God found a new
level of  peace with him. We tackled difficult questions stemming from tragic
life circumstances, and deep seated resentment toward God on the part of
some people started to subside. In addition, some members of  the group,
met with my wife for prayer, and encountered Jesus much the same way we
had in Steve’s office years before.

Unforeseen circumstances forced us to bring this group to a close. But during
our final meeting, I wrote up some of  my thoughts for the men and women I
had been privileged to meet with for about two years. This is what I shared 
with them that final evening:

What I Believe About You

You are no accident.
You have been in God’s heart and in His plan
from eternity past.

God is at work in you.
All the broken places in our lives are simply opportunities
for God to show His great love and transforming power.
God never fails.
He is smarter than our enemy,
stronger than our addictions.



God likes you.
He likes hanging out with you.
You are deeply treasured.
No one can take your place in God’s heart.
God will satisfy all your desires with good things

The signature of  God is on you;
you are His creation,
and God doesn’t make junk.
You were created to live forever,
designed to make a difference,
engineered for excellence.

God is with you.
You have what it takes.
You are here for a purpose.
You carry Jesus into our broken world.
You are the answer to someone’s prayer.
You are the friend someone longs for.
You are the difference your world needs.

When you took the hand of  Jesus,
you entered into life.
You became indestructible,
undefeatable,
incorruptible.
All the powers of  hell
might line up to take you down,
but Jesus pushes those bullies up against the lockers,
and you walk by unharmed.

You are a royal son, a royal daughter of  God.

And thank you for being my friend.

Dwight Clough

Not long after this, I felt God leading me to step out and develop a new min-
istry. The details of  that are still being worked out, but you can check in with



me at EmpowerGood.com and see what’s happening. I named the ministry
Empower Good, because I strongly believe that God has designed each of  us
to make a difference. We are accountable for the influence we have—using
that influence to bring eternal good into many lives.

While we’re on that subject, let me pause here and share two things with you: 

First, I have a blessing for you. This represents my prayer for you and anyone
who reads anything I’ve written. Here goes:

May the Spirit of  God always be with you.
May God open your eyes to His beautiful plan for you.
May you taste and see that God is good.
May you find your place in His family, 
and discover your place in His heart.
May He heal all your hurts, renew your mind, transform your life.
May He send you out as a healer of  the nations.
And may He bring you safely home.

This is my sincerely prayer for you and for anyone who reads anything I’ve
written.

If  the message of  “designed to make a difference” resonates with you, would
you like to carry that message into your world? One way to do that is with
these attractive t-shirts, bags, mugs, etc.

Visit: http://www.cafepress.com/empowergood



As I began this new ministry, I felt God wanted me to put together in one
easy-to-read volume a guide for someone starting a faith journey. I wrote it,
and the book became What I Believe About You. 

I figured it was important to address a number of  questions that people ask
about the Christian faith:

• Why am I suffering? 

• Can you prove to me that God exists. 

• How do I forgive people I don’t feel like forgiving? 

• What about Christian leaders who fail? 

• With all those religions out there, why choose Jesus? 

• How can I make sense of  the Bible? 

• What does God really think of  me? 

I wanted to address these questions, and present this information in the same
warm, affirming way that God has dealt with me over the years. I hope and
believe this book will help you and your friends get started in the Christian
faith or deepen your relationship with Jesus if  you are already a Christian.

When I started sharing this book with other people, I was surprised at how
much it helped people who have been Christians for ten, twenty, even fifty
years. I hope and believe it will be a help to you. 

Here’s some of  the feedback I got from people like you who previewed this
book:

I love reading Dwight’s books. He takes deep truths and makes them
accessible, engaging, and shareable. I’ve personally distributed over a
hundred copies of  The Easy Bible to help people who are new to the
Jesus story get connected with God’s life-giving word. I’ll use What I
Believe About You in a similar way. Buy a copy. Give a copy. Live a
copy. This is really good stuff. ~ Pastor Israel Haas, TorrentChurch.-
com



Whether you have no grid for this  Christianity  thing or have lost
sight of  what is supposed to be so “good” about it, Dwight has a
way of  unpacking Jesus’ life and motivation with warm clarity. Read
this book and you will find a God who is powerful, beautiful, and
most of  all: mind bending, stomach churning, heart pounding in love
with you. ~ Nate Ehresman

This book is masterfully and beautifully written, full of  wise counsel,
filled with life changing applications and is simply a blessing to read.
The author brings to the forefront that all knowledge begins with
God, His living Word and God’s plans and purposes in our lives.
This book will enable every reader to take hold of  powerful kingdom
truths.  ~ J.P. Olson,  Journey Into the Word with J.P.  Olson,  The-
WordwithJPOlson.com

This is really a book for agnostics as well as Christians because it
clarifies so many issues and questions we all have. For over 40 years
as a committed Christian, I had been identifying myself  as a sinner
(saved by grace, of  course). This book helped me understand my real
identity  as a  child of  God calling me to a higher purpose.  I also
LOVED your chapter on beauty. ~ Linda Donovan

This is one of  those books that makes you say, “Finally,  someone
said it!” Dwight pulls back the veil to a life-giving Gospel, breaking it
down with  stories  and  illustrations  that  disarm and empower  the
reader to see past their brokenness, and into the true reality of  Jesus
and our identity in Him. If  you want to learn how to have conversa-
tion about the Gospel without sounding divisive, but with meekness
and respect, this is a great way to start! ~ Keith Gilmore

I probably should let you know that What I Believe About You is available as
a paperback, Kindle e-book, or daily-reading email.  Here are the links you
need for that:



What I Believe About You is available in:

Paperback: https://www.createspace.com/4742151



Kindle e-book:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00JQVE52S

Daily  email:  http://empowergood.com/ (see  side bar or
click on “About you” and scroll down)

One of  the nice things about this book, is that you can use it to easily share
the  Christian faith.  Help your  friends and family  with  their  faith  journey.
What I  Believe  About  You is  a  nonthreatening way to share your faith  with
someone you care about. Nonjudgmental. Encouraging. Informative. You can
give a copy to a friend; read the book with a friend.

Or…prefer to give a copy anonymously? No problem. We’ll ship it to your
friend for you.

Visit: PainlessEvangelism.com/



Anyway, enough of  my rambling. Please know that I pray the best for you.

What I Believe About You starts next.

Enjoy!

Dwight Clough

Author

Sun Prairie, Wisconsin

February 2015

PS. Just for fun, I wrote a novel called  The Man from Sun Prairie. I tell you
about it because it contains many of  the themes from this new life I’ve expe-
rienced with God. One of  the main characters has a gift: anyone she touches
hears the voice of  God. It’s not out yet, but soon will be. Check the link be-
low for details.



Visit: ManFromSunPrairie.com



Dwight Clough has offered us a gift here, a guide to the most important
conversation you’ll want to have with your friends. What I Believe About
You is  an  easy  on  ramp for  getting  up  to  road  speed  with  the  big
questions of  life, and acts as a tour guide to finding your meaning and
purpose in the designs of  a good God. Pick up a copy of  this book
around a few coffee talks with a friend, and let it propel you into your
destiny as a friend of  God. ~ Joseph Steinke, 24-7 Prayer Global Team,
24-7prayer.com

I love reading Dwight’s books. He takes deep truths and makes them
accessible,  engaging,  and  shareable.  I’ve  personally  distributed  over  a
hundred copies of  The Easy Bible to help people who are new to the
Jesus story get connected with God’s life-giving word. I’ll use  What I
Believe About You in a similar way. Buy a copy. Give a copy. Live a copy.
This is really good stuff. ~ Pastor Israel Haas, TorrentChurch.com

This book is masterfully and beautifully written, full  of  wise counsel,
filled with life changing applications and is simply a blessing to read. The
author brings to the forefront that all knowledge begins with God, His
living Word and God’s plans and purposes in our lives. This book will
enable  every reader to take hold of  powerful  kingdom truths.  ~ J.P.
Olson,  Journey  Into  the  Word  with  J.P.  Olson,
TheWordwithJPOlson.com

This is one of  those books that makes you say, “Finally, someone said
it!” Dwight pulls back the veil to a life-giving Gospel, breaking it down
with stories and illustrations that disarm and empower the reader to see
past their brokenness, and into the true reality of  Jesus and our identity
in  Him.  If  you  want  to  learn  how  to  have  conversation  about  the
Gospel without sounding divisive, but with meekness and respect, this is
a great way to start! ~ Keith Gilmore

With the same intent and spirit of  his Easy Bible series, Dwight Clough
invites readers into the simplicity of  God’s deep love and affection for
his children. What I Believe About You will be an encouragement to all and
may be a lifeline to God for those in need of  it. ~ Rev. Steve Freitag,
Director, CrossCounsel, CrossCounsel.com

When I read your book, I learned a lot about myself  from a spiritual
perspective.  I especially enjoyed the “Top Ten Life Lessons” section.
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Your book blessed me and gave me a lot to think about my personal
relationship with God. Wonderful book!!!! ~ Patty Jean Cyrus, Author,
From Farmer to FAME, FromFarmertoFAME.com

I have known Dwight Clough for several decades and have observed his
ongoing concern to bless and help fellow believers grow in their faith
and commitment to Jesus Christ.  This will  be a help to them. ~ Dr.
Warren Heckman

This  is  really  a  book  for  agnostics  as  well  as  Christians  because  it
clarifies so many issues and questions we all have. For over 40 years as a
committed Christian, I had been identifying myself  as a sinner (saved by
grace, of  course). This book helped me understand my real identity as a
child  of  God  calling  me  to  a  higher  purpose.  I  also  LOVED your
chapter on beauty. ~ Linda Donovan 

Well written—filled with hope. The message of  What I Believe About You
applies not only to the seeker of  truth but to the seasoned saint as well.
This book helps us to learn how to relate to God, how to overcome
life’s deepest struggles with His help, and prepares us for a great future
with Him. A very pleasant read! ~ Daniel Clough

You might think that you already know God. Or maybe you’re pretty
sure that you don’t.  Either way,  reading this  book could help you to
think  differently—and  perhaps  even  better—about  who  God  is  and
what God is like. ~ Brian White

Tired  from  trying  to  change  oneself  for  the  better,  the  reader  will
welcome Dwight Clough’s path to spiritual help finding power that will
help one reach desired upgrades in life. ~ Dr. Tom W Collins

Dwight Clough offers a succinct and useful summary of  key themes of
the  message  of  God’s  grace  to  everyone.  Whether  you  are  a  new
believer or you have known the gospel  message for many years,  this
friendly and accessible text will draw you into a more joyful and more
contagious life in Christ. ~ John Henry, StudentMobilizationCentre.com

…strips away all pretense…as real as it gets… ~ Fred Pings
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What I Believe 
About You

Order copies of  this book here
https://www.createspace.com/4742151

Bulk orders and other formats here
http://empowergood.com/about-you/

Copyright © 2014 Dwight A. Clough

Cover design by Hans Clough

Scripture and/or notes taken from  The Easy Bible®. Copyright © 2011, 2012, 2013 by
Dwight  Clough.  Used by permission of  Dwight  Clough.  Easy Bible® is  a  registered
trademark of  ET Labs. The Easy Bible® is published under a special agreement with ET
Labs, and the content contained herein is not necessarily endorsed by ET Labs. ET Labs
publishes  a  series  of  applications.  Visit  etdevlabs.com  and  biblepub.com  for  more
information. For more information on The Easy Bible®, visit TheEasyBible.com.
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Whether you have no grid for this Christianity thing or have lost sight
of  what is supposed to be so “good” about it, Dwight has a way of
unpacking Jesus’ life and motivation with warm clarity. Read this book
and you will  find a God who is powerful,  beautiful,  and most of  all:
mind bending, stomach churning, heart pounding in love with you. ~
Nate Ehresman

…Truth  taught  with  a  straight  forward  approach.  After  reading  this
book I feel like Dwight helped to shorten the distance I sometimes feel
with  God  in  such  a  personal  and  intimate  way.  ~  Fawne  Granby,
Founder, A Pathway Home

Read this book with a friend …

This is an excellent book that I can recommend to somebody who is
starting out in their faith. It is very easy to read and comprehend. This
book takes you through the bible and shows you the heart of  God and
the love he as for his children. It is very inspirational and make happy to
know who I’m in Christ and make me confident to attempt to do new
things for Jesus. I have known Dwight for over 15 years. He is a men
with high character deep passion for the things of  God. Dwight help me
write  a  book  over  10  year  ago  called  The  Blue  Collar  Prophet  my
bestselling  book.  ~  Tom  Stamman,  Impact  Ministries  International,
TStamman.com
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What I Believe About You

You are no accident.
You have been in God’s heart and in His plan 
from eternity past.

God is at work in you.
All the broken places in our lives are simply opportunities
for God to show His great love and transforming power.
God never fails.
He is smarter than our enemy,
stronger than our addictions.

God likes you.
He likes hanging out with you.
You are deeply treasured.
No one can take your place in God’s heart.
God will satisfy all your desires with good things.

The signature of  God is on you;
you are His creation,
and God doesn’t make junk.
You were created to live forever,
designed to make a difference,
engineered for excellence.

God is with you.
You have what it takes.
You are here for a purpose.
You carry Jesus into our broken world.
You are the answer to someone’s prayer.
You are the friend someone longs for.
You are the difference your world needs.

When you took the hand of  Jesus,
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you entered into life.
You became indestructible,
undefeatable,
incorruptible.
All the powers of  hell
might line up to take you down,
but Jesus pushes those bullies up against the lockers,
and you walk by unharmed.

You are a royal son, a regal daughter of  God.

And thank you for being my friend.

Dwight Clough
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“Prove to Me God Exists”

Do you doubt? If  you do, here are some thoughts for you.

Let’s imagine two different realities. In one reality, everything the atheist
believes is true. God does not exist. The universe and life originated on
its own. In the other reality, everything the Bible teaches is real. God is
exactly who the Bible says He is.

Now imagine  yourself  stepping  from that  first  atheist  reality  to  that
second  Biblical  reality.  Focus  in  on  that,  and  imagine  what  that
experience would feel like. You just stepped out of  the no-god universe
into the God-centered universe.

What changed for you? 

More to the point, what, if  anything, did you lose? What did you give
up? What do you lose if  God is real and everything the Bible says about
Him is true?

These are important questions.

I look at the life of  Jesus, and I notice something: He never attempted
to prove that God exists. Not once. But over and over He challenges us
to calculate what it will cost to follow Him. There’s a price we need to
pay if  we’re going to follow God.1 

What is that price for you?

Deep down inside, I think you have a sense for what that price is. Take
some time and see if  you can identify for yourself  what you fear would
happen to you if  you stepped into that God-centered universe. What
would happen to your world? Identify those feelings and see if  you can
put words on them.

1 I’m not talking about money, although that might be part of  it for some
people.
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Now a prayer. If  you don’t believe God exists, consider this a scientific
experiment. A prayer: 

“God, if  you exist, this is what I think would happen to me. This is what
I think I would lose: [Fill in the blank.] What do You want me to know
about that?”

Pause. 

You never know. What you believe will happen to you might be true. It
might be false. But if  there is a God, it sure might be nice to get His
perspective on it.

Now a question: 

If  God is real, would you be willing to pay the price? Would you be
willing  to give  up what  you need to  give  up in  order  to live  in  His
universe? Be straight with yourself.

If  the answer is no, then, no, I cannot prove to you that God exists.

If  the answer is yes, then look up and look around. God’s fingerprints
are everywhere.
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Good News

Christians  use  code  words.  I’m  sorry  that  we  do;  I  wish  we  didn’t.
Personally, I try to avoid using these code words, but sometimes I slip
and use one anyway.2

Let me give you an example:

The gospel.

This is a really loaded code word with many different meanings. But the
main thing it means is “good news” or “good message.” You could call
it the candy of  Christianity.

That reminds me of  a story I once heard.

A fellow carrying a Bible was going door to door to tell  people  the
gospel. As you can imagine, that didn’t go over very well. Most people
didn’t answer their doors, and, when they did, they held them open only
long enough to slam the door in this fellow’s face. But then he came to a
door where someone was willing to listen. The homeowner listened for
a couple minutes, and then interrupted.

“Let’s cut to the chase,” he said. “You’re telling me that I should invite
Jesus into my life.”

“Yes, sir!” the man with the Bible said.

“And why should I do that?”

“So  when  you  die  you  can  go  to  heaven,”  the  man  with  the  Bible
beamed.

“What will we do in heaven?”

The man with the Bible was stumped on that one. He had never been to
heaven, and he didn’t know anybody who had been to heaven. “I don’t
know,” he said. “I guess we’ll just sit around and praise Jesus.”

2 By the way, if  I slip and use a code word without explaining it, track me
down and get me to explain it. This will help me learn from my mistakes.
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“Sounds boring to me.” Slam. The door closed.

I share this story because some people have a strange idea of  what the
gospel is. They think that the gospel is a ticket to a place where you sit
on a cloud after you die and sing hymns day and night in a never-ending
church service in the sky. Meanwhile,  here on earth,  you take orders
from some cosmic killjoy who wants to ruin all your fun. 

If  that’s the gospel … ick! If  that’s the gospel, I would pray the prayer
to stay out of  hell, but the moment I got to heaven, I would be looking
for a place to hide.

I’m sorry. 

I don’t want a never ending church service in the sky. 

I don’t know about you, but I’ve been to plenty of  church services that
were downright  boring.  And, to be honest  with you,  I’m not big on
singing. I’m not any good at it, and most music is just noise to me.3 I
don’t  want  to  spend  forever  hopping  around  on  puffy  clouds  and
strumming on harps. That does not sound like fun to me.

What do I enjoy instead? 

I like hiking out in the middle of  nowhere, crunching autumn leaves
with my boots, watching the sunrise. I like getting lost in a good story or
sharing a great meal with the people I love. I like listening to someone’s
life journey. And I like listening to good music or watching a great movie.

Why do I like these things? 

Because Somebody designed me with a unique and quirky set of  likes
and dislikes. 

That same Person designed you. 

What do you enjoy? Whether it’s deer hunting or dress up, football or
flowers, tractors or tea parties, there’s a reason you like what you like. 

So what is the gospel? What is the good news?

The good news is this: The God who designed you wants to be your

3 I know that will  sound like heresy to some people, so let me offer this
explanation: Sometimes I do sing. Sometimes I hear music that I really,
really like. Sometimes music allows me to connect with God in a powerful
way. But often it doesn’t. The music I like and the music you like might be
two different animals, and I think that’s okay.
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friend … forever.

The God who created adventure and romance, sunsets and sex, music
and mountains, and a zillion other good things is the same God who
created heaven. 

It won’t be boring. Not for one second.

More importantly,  this  God who created and designed  you wants  to
hang out with you.

He likes you, and He wants to be your friend.
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What About This Sin Thing?

Warning! We’re about to get into another code word: 

Sin. 

A noun or a verb meaning (to make) wrong or harmful choices.

The  Bible  introduces  us  to  a  moral  universe  where  choices  have
consequences.  Example:  Someone  chooses  to  drive  drunk.  A  car
accident ensues. A child is paralyzed for life. The drunk driver ends up
in prison. Many people are hurt by a person’s bad choice.

Wrong choices are called by many names in the Bible including evil, sin
(falling  short  of  God’s  moral  standard),  wickedness,  transgression
(breaking the  rules),  corruption,  iniquity (twisted for evil).  Our  good
desires become corrupted, and we end up sinning against God in our
thoughts, our words, our actions.

Another warning! I’m about to say something that could raise all kinds
of  red flags. You may want to shoot me. Hold your fire. Let me say the
whole thing; then decide whether you want to put me in front of  the
firing squad.

God is angry, and I’m glad He is. (Keep reading.) God is angry at sin.
Let me give you an example. A little child is abused. As a result, she is
emotionally scarred for life. Do you think God doesn’t care? I can assure
you, He cares a great deal. He is angry. That was His precious daughter
that someone messed with. He is angry. I would be concerned if  He
wasn’t.

A dear widow in her seventies is conned out of  her life savings. As a
result,  she has nothing.  She is  destitute.  God is  angry.  That was His
daughter that somebody robbed.

God is angry because sin creates all kinds of  problems for the people
He loves.
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The trouble sin creates for us

Sin creates three problems for us:

1. We have been damaged by sin.

Not only are we hurt when we make wrong choices, we are hurt by the
sins of  others.

A classic example of  this is the survivor of  childhood sexual abuse. A
perpetrator sinned, but the survivor of  abuse suffers all kinds of  hurt—
panic, depression, intimacy issues, unresolved anger and more. Some of
us  bear  physical  scars  from  violence  directed  at  us.  All of  us  bear
emotional and spiritual scars from living in a messed up world. 

But before we start pointing fingers at all the people who have sinned
against us, we need to look in the mirror.

2. We have sinned. That makes us guilty before God.

Imagine  living  forever.  Now,  imagine  living  forever  with  people  you
don’t like. Quite a difference, isn’t it! The reality is that eternal life can
only be good if  it is shared with good people. That includes you and me.
Any imperfection in us would be magnified for all eternity. That’s one
reason  why  God’s  standard  is  perfection.  Our  shortcomings  drag  us
away from God. Perfection is a tall order; none of  us is there … yet.4

Suppose I got a speeding ticket, went to court and said to the judge,
“But you don’t understand, Your Honor. I’ve never murdered anyone.
I’ve  never  raped  anyone.  I’ve  never  broken into  anybody’s  home or
stolen anyone’s car.” Would the judge cancel the speeding ticket because
I’m such a nice guy? No. Either I’m guilty of  speeding, or I’m not guilty
of  speeding. In the same way, the sins we haven’t committed don’t make
us not guilty of  the sins we have. Sin once, and we become guilty.

That’s a problem.

Have I sinned? Sure. More than once. Many times. 

Have you sinned? I don’t need to know you personally to know that you

4 From Day 1 of  The Easy Bible Volume One

15



have. The Bible says:

All of  us are polluted with sin. No one is truly good. Here’s what the
law shows us: We’re all guilty before God. You can try all day long to get
declared “not guilty” by obeying the law, but it isn’t going to work. You
will fail. And the law will put a magnifying glass over your sin. ROMANS

3:10-23 (summary)

God wants to hang with us, and we, once we learn the truth about God,
want to hang with Him. But something is in the way. We are guilty of
sin. The very thing God hates has infected the people He loves.

So, it makes sense that we should clean up our act, right?

Sorry … more bad news.

3. By ourselves, we have no power to stop sinning.

Jesus said that once we sin we become a slave to sin.5

Those of  us who have come out of  denial about our life controlling
issues or addictions understand this. There are things that we don’t want
to do, that we feel compelled to do anyway. Life can be a seesaw battle
with sin. We’re tempted. Sometimes we resist. Sometimes we succumb. 

People who are trying to make themselves good enough for God remind
me  of  the  two  swimmers  who  set  out  to  swim  from  California  to
Hawaii. The first one was a world-class athlete. The second swimmer
was in  terrible  shape.  He  smoked three  packs  a  day,  and  was about
seventy-five  pounds  overweight.  But  they  both  wanted  to  swim  to
Hawaii. 

The gun went off, and the race was underway. Right away, the athlete
jumped into the water and took a commanding lead. But the non-athlete
was determined to catch up, so he soldiered on. After about a hundred
yards of  swimming, his heart failed, he died and sank to the bottom. 

The athlete went on swimming for twenty-one miles—the width of  the
English Channel at the Strait of  Dover. But even the athlete had his
limits. He ran out of  steam and became food for the sharks.

Here’s my question: Which one of  them made it to Hawaii?

5 John 8:34
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You and I are not going to swim from California to Hawaii—at least not
without a  great  deal  of  help.  And you and I are not  going to make
ourselves good enough for God. 

Trying to dress up for God is a lost cause. Give it up. It’s a waste of
time. It doesn’t work. We have a problem we cannot solve by ourselves.
That problem is sin.

It’s a mess. 

Things are not as God intended. The infection of  sin has marred God’s
beautiful  design  for  you  and your  world.  Sin  came along,  promising
much,  and  delivering  nothing  but  pain  and  guilt.  You’ve  been  hurt.
You’ve been deceived. You’ve sinned, and you’ve been sinned against.
The beautiful plan God has for us cannot be ours until the infection of
sin is removed.

The race of  humanity tried and failed to overcome sin. But we cannot
remove this infection ourselves. None of  us can. 

Fortunately, God understands all of  this. He came up with a solution.
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What Jesus Did for You

Knowing that we were helpless to remove the infection of  sin and repair
the damage it has done, God intervened. He sent His Son Jesus to earth
to do what we could not do. Here from the Bible6 is the story of  what
Jesus did for you:

A prediction

He was despised and rejected.7 He experienced sorrow, suffering and
pain. We looked the other way. He was treated like scum, and we didn’t
care. But it was our sorrow and pain that He carried, even though we
thought God was punishing Him for His own sins. Why did He suffer?
He was wounded because we broke God’s law; He was crushed because
we were corrupt. The suffering He experienced makes us healed and
whole. Like sheep that wander off  and get lost, we wandered away from
God. But God took all our sins and laid them on Him. ISAIAH 53:3-68

The purpose

When  John9 saw  Jesus,  he  told  the  crowd,  “Here’s  God’s  sacrificial
Lamb, who takes away the sins of  the world. JOHN 1:29

God cares about you, your family, your friends, everyone in your world.
In fact, He cares so much that He gave what was most precious to Him:
His only Son. Why did He do that? Because He wanted to rescue you
from destruction, and grant you life with Him that never ends. How do
you get in on this life? Just this:  Center your faith on His Son, Jesus

6 Adapted from The Easy Bible®, particularly Days 50-62 of  Volume Two
7 Jesus was not part of  the “in” crowd. He wasn’t cool. That’s wonderful

news for those of  us who have never been popular and probably never will
be. Jesus identifies with us. 

8 Isaiah lived and wrote this about 700 years before the time of  Jesus.
9 That is, John the Baptist, a prophet who lived at the same time as Jesus.
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Christ. JOHN 3:16

A plot

The highest ranking religious leaders were scheming10 on how to secretly
arrest Jesus and kill Him. But they said, “Not during the week of  the
Festival;11 otherwise the people might riot.” MARK 14:1-2

The reality

[Jesus said,] “I’m free to give up My life, and I’m free to take up My life
again. I have that authority straight from the Father.” JOHN 10:18 

[Months before the events that follow, Jesus] explained that He needed
to be rejected by the religious leaders, to be killed, and to come back to
life in three days. MARK 8:31

An act of  devotion

[Here’s  the  back  story.]  Six  days  before  the  Passover,  Jesus  came to
Bethany, the home town of  Lazarus12 (the one Jesus recently raised from
the dead). A meal was prepared for Him, and Martha was waiting on
Him while Lazarus joined Him at the table. Mary came in with a jar of

10 This happened just before the Jewish Passover and Festival of  Bread with
No  Yeast.  The  Passover  and  Festival  of  Bread  with  No  Yeast  (or
Unleavened  Bread)  was  an  eight  day  celebration  commemorating  the
release of  the people of  Israel from Egyptian slavery. The angel of  death
“passed over” the houses of  the people of  Israel  and did not kill  their
firstborn sons, because the blood of  the sacrificial lamb was found on the
doorposts and lintel of  their homes. The Festival of  Bread with No Yeast
followed the Passover for the next seven days to represent the people of
Israel leaving their homes in a hurry to leave the nation of  Egypt. Because
of  their haste, they were unable to add leavening (or yeast) to their bread
before  baking  it.  In  the  Bible,  yeast  sometimes  symbolizes  sin  or  false
teaching. Jesus, as God’s sacrificial “lamb,” is seen as the fulfillment of  the
everything the Passover and Festival of  Bread with No Yeast represented.

11 Thousands of  people gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover and
the Festival of  Bread with No Yeast. As it turns out, Jesus was put to death
during the  Festival,  as  the  perfect  fulfillment  of  everything the  Festival
represented.

12 Lazarus, Martha and Mary were siblings and were friends of  Jesus.
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expensive perfume. She poured the whole jar over the feet of  Jesus, and
showed her reverence for Him by wiping His feet with her own hair.
The house was filled with the fragrance of  the perfume. 

Then Judas Iscariot,  one of  the Twelve Followers of  Jesus, who was
planning to betray Jesus, spoke up. “What a waste! This perfume should
have been sold. We could have received a year’s wages for it and given
the money to the poor.” 

He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he took
care of  their  money and embezzled whatever he wanted for himself.
JOHN 12:1-6

But Jesus said, “Back off.13 What she did was beautiful. The poor you
will always have. Help them any time you wish. But you will not always
have Me. She did what  she could,  getting My body ready for burial.
Here’s  the  truth:  From now on,  all  over  the  world,  when  the  good
message is shared, her story will be told, and she will be honored.” MARK

14:6-9

Then Satan14 entered Judas Iscariot.  Leaving the group, he found the
leaders of  religion and their enforcement squad and worked out a deal
on how to betray Jesus. They were delighted, and promised him plenty
of  money if  he could make it happen. After promising to hand Jesus
over to them, he left them and started looking for the right opportunity
to betray Jesus when the crowd wasn’t around. LUKE 22:3-6

Preparing for a meal together

On  the  day  the  Passover  lamb  was  sacrificed  (the  first  day  of  the
Festival),  Jesus’  followers  asked Him,  “Where  should we prepare  the

13 Jesus cut through the fog of  moral confusion and found the one thing that
mattered: Here was a woman who loved God. A woman breaks open a
bottle of  perfume worth a year’s wages and anoints Jesus. Those present
try  to  shame her  for  her  impractical  devotion.  But  Jesus comes  to her
rescue. Her extravagance was well-placed, says Jesus. It earned her a place
in history. This is the joy of  serving God. He won’t be boxed in; neither
will  He  allow  His  children  to  be  boxed  in  by  someone  else’s  rigid
requirements. He drinks in our expressions of  love for Him, as many and
as varied as they are. They mean something to Him. Your act of  worship
will never be forgotten.

14 Also called the devil.
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Passover meal?” 

He said, “Go into town. On your way, you’ll find a man carrying a jug
of  water. Follow him. He will enter a house. Find the owner and say
this: ‘The Teacher wants to know where the guest room is that He can
use to eat the Passover meal with His followers.’ He will show you a
large room on an upper floor that will be furnished for the occasion.
Make your preparations there.” 

Jesus’ followers went into town and found things as He had predicted.
They  prepared  the  Passover  meal,  and,  after  sunset,  He  joined  His
twelve followers there. MARK 14:12-17

Love shown by humble service

Jesus knew it  was time for Him to return to Father God. He deeply
loved His followers, even though Judas Iscariot was there with his heart
bent on betrayal. Jesus knew who He was. He knew that Father God had
put Him in charge of  everything. He knew that He came from God and
was  about  to  return  to  God.  He  knew  all  this  when  He  chose  to
perform the service usually done by the lowest of  slaves: He poured
water into a basin and began washing the feet of  His followers.

Simon Peter was uncomfortable with this. When his turn came, he asked
Jesus, “What are You doing?” 

Jesus answered,  “You don’t  understand now,  but you will  understand
later.” 

Peter exclaimed, “No way! I can’t let You wash my feet.” 

Jesus said, “If  I don’t wash you, you can’t be with Me.” 

“In that case,” said Peter, “don’t stop with my feet. Wash my hands and
my head, too.” 

Jesus said, “No, this is about something deeper than cleanliness.15 If  you
took a shower in  the morning,  then you don’t  need a bath at  night.

15 Some see this story as an illustration of  our spiritual journey. When we
welcome Jesus into our lives as our Leader and our Solution, then all our
guilt before God is “washed away.” But, in everyday life, we mess up and
make choices we shouldn’t. This doesn’t require a whole new “bath,” but
rather just coming to God and admitting our fault so He can “wash” that
offense from “our feet.”
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You’re already clean, except for your dusty feet. And you followers are
‘clean,’  but  not  every  one  of  you.”  (Jesus  was  speaking  here  of  the
traitor, Judas Iscariot.) 

When Jesus finished, He put His outer robe back on, and took His place
at the table. Then He said, “Do you understand what I just did? You call
Me Teacher and Leader because that’s what I am. If  I, your Teacher and
Leader, humble Myself  and wash your feet, then you must do the same16

for one another. What I did was an example for you to follow. Does a
servant  outrank  his  master?  No.  Nor  does  an  errand  boy  give
instructions to his employer. Do you want God’s favor? Practice what
I’ve just told you. I’m saying this to those I have chosen to be with Me. I
also know that the Bible prophecy will be fulfilled: ‘Someone who eats
bread with Me plans to stab Me in the back.’17 I’m letting you know up
front  so  when  it  happens,  you’ll  know  that  I  am who  I  say  I  am.
Embrace  My messenger  and you’ve embraced Me.  Embrace  Me and
you’ve embraced the One who sent Me.”

Betrayal predicted

Then Jesus, deeply hurting inside, said, “The fact is this: One of  you will
betray me.” 

His followers looked around at one another, wondering who it would
be.  Sitting  next  to  Jesus  was  the  disciple  Jesus  loved.18 Simon  Peter
caught his attention and asked, “Find out who it is.” 

So that disciple whispered to Jesus, “Master, who is it?” 

Jesus whispered back, “I’ll give this piece of  bread to the one who will
betray Me.” 

He dipped the bread in a sauce and then handed it to Judas Iscariot.

16 Foot  washing  “you  must  do  the  same”  Some  Christians  practice  foot
washing as a regular or occasional ceremony or tradition. Others feel Jesus
was not instituting a new ceremony but, rather, getting at the need for us to
humble ourselves and value one another. 

17 Psalm 41:9
18 The disciple that Jesus loved: This was the apostle John’s way of  referring

to himself  in the book of  John (that he authored). This doesn’t imply that
Jesus loved only him and no one else. Rather, it seems to indicate that John
was completely overwhelmed by Jesus’ love for him.
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When Judas took the bread, Satan entered him.19 

Then Jesus said to Judas, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” 

Jesus’ other followers were clueless; they thought Jesus might be telling
Judas to run an errand of  some sort  for Him. Bread in hand,  Judas
walked out, into the night. JOHN 13:1-30

“Remember Me”

On the night Jesus was betrayed, when He was at the table with His
disciples, He picked up the loaf  of  bread. After thanking God for it, He
broke it into pieces and gave it to His followers. 

“This is My body20 that is broken for you,” He said. “When you eat this
bread, remember Me.” 

As the meal drew to a close, He lifted His cup, spoke a prayer of  thanks,
and said, “This cup is the new agreement21 sealed with My blood. When
you drink it, remember Me.” 1 CORINTHIANS 11:23B-25

Jesus says goodbye

“I’m giving you a new command: Love one another as I have loved you.
In this way all people will recognize you as My followers, because of  the
love you show for one another. 

“I’m with you only  a  little  longer.  Soon I  will  go away.  You cannot
follow Me now, but you will follow later.” 

Peter said, “Why not, Master? I’ll die for you.” 

Jesus said, “Do you think so? Let Me bring you back to reality: Before

19 The Bible only records two instances of  Satan entering a human being;
both times it was with Judas Iscariot.

20 Christians throughout the ages have shared wine (or grape juice) and bread
in a ceremony called Communion, Eucharist or the Lord’s Supper as a way
of  commemorating the death of  Jesus. This last meal may have been an
early celebration of  the Passover, or it may have been a preparatory meal.

21 New agreement (also translated “new covenant” or “new testament”) Jesus,
by  His  death  and resurrection,  opened  up  direct  access  to  God for  all
people. Animal sacrifices were no longer necessary because Jesus was the
final sacrifice. People everywhere could find their way back to God, not
through priests or temple worship, but through Jesus Christ.
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the rooster crows, you will deny three times that you even know Me. But
don’t be troubled. You trust God. Trust Me. 

“In Father God’s heavenly home there’s all kinds of  room. I’m going
ahead of  you to prepare your eternal home. Later, I’ll come back for you
so we can live there together forever. 

“I am the way. I am the truth. I am the life. No one comes to Father
God without  going through Me. If  you’ve seen Me, you’ve seen the
Father because He’s in Me and I’m in Him. 

“Believe in Me, and you can do the things I do. In fact, you can do
greater things because I’m going to the Father. Use My name to ask for
the things that please God, and I will grant your requests. 

“Show your love for Me by doing what I say. I’m going to talk to Father
God, and He will give you a Helper Friend, the Spirit  of  Truth. The
world can’t have Him because they cannot welcome Him. But He will
live with you. Don’t think I will leave you stranded like orphans. I will
return for you. When the Holy Spirit22 (your Helper Friend) arrives, He
will teach you and remind you of  the things I’ve taught you. 

“Peace is My gift to you—not the kind of  peace the world offers, but
the real deal. So don’t be troubled. Don’t be afraid. I’m leaving. If  you
understood the big picture, you’d be glad. 

“Time is short. The prince of  this world is preparing his ambush. He
has no power over Me, but the world will learn that I love Father God
enough to do anything He tells Me to do. Let’s step out!

“I’m like a vine. You are like branches. Father God is like the farmer.
How do branches bear fruit? They need to be connected to the vine.
Apart from Me, you can do nothing. Moreover, the farmer prunes the
branch to make it even more fruitful. So stay connected to Me so that
you don’t  become a dry,  disconnected and withered branch that gets
thrown into the fire. 

“Ask for  what  you want  because  God Himself  is  pleased when you
produce  an  abundance  of  fruit.  God  loves  Me.  I  love  you.  Stay

22 Christians understand the Bible to teach that God is One, yet exists in three
persons: Father God; Jesus the Son; and the Holy Spirit. Each is God, but
each has a  separate  purpose.  The Holy  Spirit  lives  in  those  of  us  who
follow Jesus. He prays for us, befriends us, speaks to us, teaches us and
comforts us, while drawing our attention to Jesus and to the Father.
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connected to My love by obeying Me, just as I do the same with Father
God. Here’s how you obey Me: Love one another. How do you measure
that? The greatest love is to lay down your life for a friend. And now
you are no longer servants, but My friends. 

“If  the world hates you,23 no big surprise. It hates Me. The world would
love you if  you belonged to it. But you don’t. Instead, I chose you to
belong to Me. 

“The world has no excuse for its terrible behavior. I spoke God’s words
and performed miracles, yet it still hated Me, and by doing so it hated
God who sent Me. But I saw that coming because the Bible says, ‘They
hated Me for no reason.’24 

“I’m telling you these things in advance so you don’t get discouraged
and give up. They will exclude you from their religion. In fact, they’ll
think they’re doing God a favor when they hunt you down and kill you. 

“Soon I’ll be gone. The world will cheer; you will weep. But your grief
will  turn into joy, just like a woman forgets her labor as soon as she
holds her newborn baby. When that day comes, no one will be able to
take away your joy. 

“Soon you’ll be scattered. I’ll be left alone. Yet I won’t be alone because
the Father will be with Me. 

“Be at peace. In this world you have trouble. Cheer up! I have overcome
the world.” JOHN 13:33-16:33 (SELECTED VERSES)25

Jesus prays for us

Jesus looked up to heaven and prayed, “Father, the time has come. Make
it clear who I really am, so I can make clear who You really are. You’ve

23 Throughout history, the world has shown its hatred of  Jesus by harassing,
arresting, torturing and murdering countless numbers of  Christians. This
continues  to  take  place  today  in  the  many  countries  where  embracing
Christianity is illegal or dangerous.

24 Psalm 69:4
25 John  13-17  is  sometimes  referred  to  as  the  “Upper  Room Discourse”

because  a  portion  of  it  took  place  in  the  upstairs  room  where  Jesus
celebrated  this  last  meal  with  His  followers.  It  contains  Jesus’  private
instructions and encouragements to His closest followers just before His
arrest and execution.
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made Me master of  all humans, so I can give eternal life to the people
You’ve given to Me. This is eternal life:26 Knowing You, the one true
God, and knowing Me, the Messiah You sent. 

“I honored You on earth by finishing the task You gave Me to do. Now
return Me to the place of  honor I had with You since before the world
was created. … 

“I’m leaving this world, but My followers remain here. Protect them by
the power of  Your name. … 

“For all who will believe, bring them together in complete unity so the
world will know that You sent me, that You love them just like You love
Me. Then bring them home to live with Us, so they can see Us as We
really are—beautiful, majestic, powerful, good and fully in charge of  the
universe.” JOHN 17:1-25 (SELECTED PORTIONS)

A prayer of  anguish

After  reaching  a  campsite27 on  the  Mount  of  Olives,  Jesus  told  His
followers: “Pray that you won’t be overcome by temptation.” 

Then He went to be by Himself,  about 50 yards away. He knelt and
prayed, “Father, is there another way? Could You take away this cup of
suffering? But I choose what You choose. Your will be done.” An angel
from heaven showed up and strengthened Him.  Then,  in  agony,  He
prayed harder, His sweat turning to blood,28 dropping to the ground. 

Walking back over to His followers, He found them asleep, exhausted
from the sadness they felt. He said, “You can’t afford to sleep. Wake up!
Pray! Pray so you won’t be overcome by temptation.” LUKE 22:39-46 

Jesus’ decision

Jesus took an honest look at the pain and humiliation of  crucifixion,
measured it against the joy that He would gain, and said, “It’s worth it.”

26 Eternal life begins when we open the first door to Jesus. But heaven begins
when all  the  doors  are  open.  Heaven brings our search to completion.
There are no more dark closets, only the light of  the presence of  God.

27 This was the Garden of  Gethsemane, or, simply, Gethsemane.
28 This  phenomenon  of  sweat  turning  to  blood  was  documented  in  the

Holocaust and among others who have experienced profound stress.
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He went the whole distance. As a result, He sits in the place of  honor in
heaven, right next to Father God. HEBREWS 12:2B

Arrested!

As He spoke,  Judas Iscariot  arrived with the enforcement squad that
worked for the leaders of  religion. They were carrying swords and clubs.
The traitor had worked out a sign: “I’ll kiss the Man you want.” So he
went up to Jesus, said “hi” and kissed Him. MATTHEW 26:47-49

Jesus answered, “So this is how it is, Judas—betrayal with a kiss?” LUKE

22:48

Jesus already knew how this was going to turn out. So He asked the
crowd standing there with Judas, “Whom do you want?” 

“Jesus from Nazareth,” they replied. 

“I am He,”29 Jesus answered. 

At those words they fell backwards. 

Jesus asked again, “Whom do you want?” 

“Jesus from Nazareth,” they said. 

Jesus replied, “You know I’m the One you want; let these others go.”
JOHN 18:4-8

When His followers saw what was happening, they asked, “Master, shall
we fight with our swords?” LUKE 22:49

Simon Peter drew his sword and swung it at Malchus, who served the
top religious leader, cutting off  his right ear. 

But Jesus said, “Put the sword away. This isn’t the time for battle. I will
drink the cup of  suffering Father God has put in My hands. People who
solve all their problems with swords end up dying by the sword. Don’t
you understand that I could ask Father God to put the armies of  heaven
at My disposal if  I wanted to fight. But, if  I did that, how would the
promises of  the Bible be fulfilled?” Then Jesus touched the wounded
man’s ear and healed him. JOHN 18:10-11, MATTHEW 26:52-54, LUKE 22:51

29 “I am He.” This may have been understood as a reference to God’s sacred
name, which was rarely  or  never  uttered aloud by a devout  Jew:  I  AM
WHO I AM. (See Exodus 3:14.)
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Jesus said to the mob, “Why the swords and clubs? Am I some kind of
criminal? Why didn’t you arrest Me when I was teaching in the temple in
plain sight of  everyone? Your actions make no sense, except for this:
They precisely fulfill the predictions of  the prophets as recorded in the
Bible.” 

Then Jesus’ followers took off  running. MATTHEW 26:55-56

A young man who was also following Jesus was wearing nothing but a
linen robe. They grabbed him, but he squirmed away, leaving his only
clothing in the hands of  his pursuers.30 MARK 14:51-52

So the enforcement squad, a mixed group of  Roman soldiers and Jewish
police, arrested Jesus and tied him up. JOHN 18:12

Trial

They took Jesus  to the top religious  leader—the high priest.  All  the
leaders of  religion were gathered there also. Peter followed, keeping his
distance, trying to stay out of  sight. But it was cold, so he came into the
courtyard where others were keeping warm near a bonfire. 

The religion leaders were looking for the quickest possible route to a
guilty verdict, so they could have Jesus put to death. They brought in
“witnesses” who testified against Him, but their statements contradicted
one another. Some accused Him of  planning to destroy the temple, but
even then they couldn’t get their story straight. 

The high priest  said to Jesus, “Aren’t  You going to respond to these
accusations?” 

But Jesus kept quiet. 

The high priest  went  at  it  again:  “Are  You the Messiah,  the Son of
God?” he asked. 

Jesus said, “I am. You will see Me sitting at the right hand of  God31 and

30 “A young man … hands of  his pursuers.” Probably John Mark, the author
of  the  gospel  of  Mark.  Observations  such  as  these  help  confirm  the
Gospels as a compilation of  eyewitness accounts. 

31 I’m struck with how Jesus maintains His composure even under duress. He
never gets “stressed out.” He never snaps. He suffers, but He never ceases
to be exactly who He is. People who make other people suffer often want
to change their victims—change their behavior, change their beliefs, change
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breaking through the clouds when I return to earth.” 

The high priest lost it. Tearing his clothes to show his disgust, he said,
“Why call any more witnesses? Jesus just testified against Himself  when
He claimed to be on the same level as God. That’s blasphemy, a capital
offense!” 

The  assembly  of  leaders  agreed  and  made  their  decision:  guilty,
deserving  the  death  sentence.  Then  someone  blindfolded  Jesus  and
started punching Him. “If  You’re so great, tell us who hit you.” Then
the guards beat Him up even more.

Denial

Meanwhile  outside,  Peter  was  recognized  by  a  servant  girl.  She said,
“You were with Jesus from Nazareth.” 

But Peter said, “I don’t know what you’re talking about.” 

Then he went out on the porch. The servant girl wouldn’t give up. She
started saying to those around, “This guy is one of  them.” 

But again, Peter denied it. 

In a  few minutes someone else said,  “You have to be one of  them;
you’re from Galilee just like they are.” 

Then Peter uttered some profanity to underscore his denial and added,
“No way. I don’t know this Jesus.” 

Immediately  a  rooster  crowed  for  the  second  time.  Then  Peter
remembered what Jesus said,  “Before a  rooster  crows twice, you will
deny three times that you even know Me.” Then Peter began to weep.
MARK 14:53-72

Regret

When Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus, realized that Jesus would be

their very identity. But Jesus didn’t change. He remained the Son of  God,
solid and unshakable. In this passage, He tells it like it is—with no hint of
panic or revenge or desperation. He just tells them the truth. I think this is
why Jesus keeps offering to go through the suffering with us. He knows
how fragile we are. He knows how much we need Him. When we invite
Jesus in the places of  our suffering, He brings us back to center.
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sentenced to death, he felt terrible. He took the thirty silver coins to the
leaders of  religion—the ones who were supposed to help people find
their way back to God—and said, “I have sinned because I betrayed an
innocent Man.” 

They answered, “Why should we care? That’s your problem.” 

Judas threw the money down, went away and hung himself. 

The leaders of  religion picked up the money and said, “Well, we can’t
put this in the offering because it’s payment for a murder.”32 Instead they
used it to buy a field from a potter, and they turned that field into a
cemetery, which they called, “Field of  Blood.” MATTHEW 27:3-8

Trial before Pilate

The religious leaders had decided to get rid of  Jesus by putting Him to
death. So early in the morning they took Him to Pilate,33 the Roman
governor of  Judea. But they didn’t want to enter the governor’s palace.34

Here’s why: If  they did, they would become ceremonially “unclean,”35

32 This scene is filled with irony and injustice. The very people who studied
the Bible and represented God were the people who didn’t recognize God’s
Son, and condemned Him. The trial was at night, which was illegal. The
follower  of  Jesus  who  claimed  the  strongest  loyalty  was  the  one  who
denied three times that he knew Jesus.  The leaders of  religion wouldn’t
help a man who had sinned to find his way back to God. They condoned
murder, but, for religious reasons, wouldn’t put the money they’d spent to
arrange it in the temple offering. 

33 Herod the Great ruled Judea when Jesus was a small  child.  Herod died
shortly  after the events narrated in Matthew 2:1-9 (Day 13 in  The Easy
Bible). After his death, his son Herod Archelaus became ruler of  Judea. But
Caesar  Augustus  determined  that  Archelaus  was  incompetent,  so  he
replaced him with a series of  Roman prefects or procurators (governors),
one of  whom was Pontius Pilate. Meanwhile, Herod Antipas, another son
of  Herod the Great, became ruler of  the Roman state of  Galilee.

34 The governor’s palace was also called the praetorium. Originally a Roman
camp, the governor’s residence became attached to it, and it became a place
for conducting business.

35 The leaders did not want to enter the home of  an “unclean” Gentile and
thereby  be  defiled.  Jesus  had  earlier  used  this  analogy  to  describe  the
religious  leaders:  “You  strain  out  the  gnat  and  swallow  the  camel”
(Matthew 23:24). The leaders here are ultimate examples of  religion gone
awry—fanatical devotion to their brand of  obedience while  overlooking
the enormous crime they themselves were committing.
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and would be disqualified from eating the Passover. 

So Pilate went outside to them and asked, “What are the charges you’re
bringing against this Man?” 

They answered, “If  He weren’t a criminal,  we wouldn’t have brought
Him to you.” 

Pilate answered, “Go and judge Him by your own law.” 

The Jewish leaders answered, “We’re not allowed to execute anyone.”
(This put in place what the Bible predicted about how Jesus was to die.)
MATTHEW 27:1-2, JOHN 18:28-32

They added, “This Man is dangerous. He opposes the payment of  taxes
to Rome36 and claims to be the Messiah, a King.” LUKE 23:2

The  leaders  of  religion  stood  there  making  accusations,  but  Jesus
remained silent. 

Pilate  said,  “Don’t  You  hear  these  accusations?  Aren’t  you  going  to
answer?” 

But Jesus kept quiet. The governor was amazed. MATTHEW 27:12-14 

Pilate went back inside and summoned Jesus. “Are You the King of  the
Jews?” he asked. 

Jesus  answered,  “Do you have reason to believe that  I’m causing an
uprising, or are you just repeating what you heard?”37 

Pilate said, “Look, I’m not a Jew. This is the first I’ve heard about this.
Your Jewish leaders brought You in. What did You do?” 

Jesus  said,  “My  Kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,  funded  by  taxes,

36 “He opposes payment of  taxes to Rome.” See Luke 20:20-26 (Day 45 in
The Easy Bible). The claim was a lie, of  course. Jesus instructed people to
pay taxes if  taxes were owed.

37 Another  version  of  the  dialogue  has  Jesus  answering,  “Yes,  you  are
correct.” Think about that.  If  ever  anyone had a reason and a right to
dissociate himself  from his nation, his people, indeed, from all humanity, it
was Jesus. He came to earth, did only what God told Him to do, healed and
comforted countless fellow sojourners—and then we humans hand Him
His reward: false arrest, unfair trial and crucifixion. But instead of  drawing
back, Jesus identifies with all of  us. No one loves the Jew more than Jesus.
He calls Himself  the Son of  Man; He entered our world and became our
Brother. With great care Jesus identifies Himself  as one of  us. He came to
stay. He won’t abandon us. Jesus is here for us.
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protected by armies. If  it were, my followers would be fighting to get
Me out of  here.” 

Pilate said, “So, You are a king then?” 

Jesus  said,  “Your words are correct.  I  came into this  world to show
people the truth. People who love truth listen to Me.” 

Pilate said, “What is truth?” 

Then he  went  out  to  the  Jewish  leaders  and  said,  “This  Man is  no
criminal.” JOHN 18:33-38

But they insisted He was, saying, “He’s a rabble rouser. He started in
Galilee  and  now  He’s  brought  His  brand  of  trouble  right  to  our
doorstep.” 

When Pilate  heard  that,  he  asked if  Jesus  was  a  Galilean.  When he
learned that Jesus fell under the jurisdiction of  Herod Antipas, he sent
Jesus to Herod, who happened to be in Jerusalem at the time. 

Trial before Herod

Herod was delighted because he had wanted to see Jesus for a long time,
hoping  Jesus  would  put  on  a  magic  show  of  miracles  for  Herod’s
entertainment.  Herod  questioned  Him,  the  religious  leaders  accused
Him, but Jesus remained silent. Not getting what he wanted, Herod and
his soldiers started mocking Jesus. They dressed Him in an elegant robe
and returned Him to Pilate. That day two enemies—Pilate and Herod—
became friends. LUKE 23:5-12

A few thoughts about judging God38

I think all of  us know that we don’t have a right to judge God.
Yet,  made  in  God’s  image,  we  are  constantly  making  moral
evaluations about our experiences. We must do that in order to
avoid sinning. So what happens when God does something that
seems to violate our sense of  what is right?

It helps me to remember that we judge God because our minds,
our hearts, our lives are too small to take in His purposes, His

38 This short section is not a Bible passage, but my own commentary.
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goodness, His love. That is one reason God gives us the gift of
eternal life—He knows that we cannot completely know Him
without it.

It also helps me to remember that while the core of  who I am
as a child of  God is in perfect agreement with the Father, parts
of  my mind are not. This is where honesty comes in. Rather
than  burying  my  anger  so  that  resentment  against  God  is
allowed to smolder deep inside, I just tell Him what’s happening
inside. He knows anyway. 

Our anger toward God is always based on a lie. So every time
we feel like condemning Him, God is giving us an opportunity
to get to know the truth about Him. When we bring our anger
toward God to God, when we offer it up recognizing that we
are powerless to change our minds unless and until God shows
us what we need to know, then we move from anger to intimacy,
from shouting to laughing.

Job,  the  Old  Testament  hero of  faith,  learned that  we  don’t
always need to know the answers. We just need to know that
Someone bigger than us has the answers.

Pilate’s decision39

Pilate called in the leaders of  religion and said, “You brought me this
Man, accusing Him of  treason. I’ve examined Him, and He’s not guilty.
Herod came to the same conclusion. This is what I’m going to do. I’ll
have Him flogged and then release Him.” LUKE 23:13-16

Pilate ordered Jesus to be beaten with a whip.40 The soldiers twisted
together a “crown” of  thorns and pushed it down on Jesus’ head. They
clothed Him in a purple robe, and bowed before Him, saying, “Your
majesty, King of  the Jews.” Then they slapped Him in the face. Pilate
brought Jesus out arrayed like this, and said, “Here He is.” 

39 Sequence of  events Piecing together the different eyewitness accounts of
Jesus’ trial and crucifixion are like piecing together a jigsaw puzzle. Some
scholars might place these events in a slightly different order.

40 Beaten with a whip: The whip had pieces of  bone or metal embedded in it.
Each lash tore the skin. Some prisoners died from the beating.
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The leaders of  religion shouted, “Crucify Him!”41 

Pilate said, “You crucify Him. I find Him not guilty.” 

The leaders replied, “Our law says He deserves death because He claims
to be the Son of  God.” 

This made Pilate even more afraid. He brought Jesus back inside and
asked, “Where are You from?” 

But Jesus did not reply. 

Pilate said, “Why don’t You speak? Don’t You understand that I have
the power to release You or the power to crucify You?” 

Jesus said, “The only power you have over Me is the power that was
granted from above. That’s why the one who betrayed Me is guilty of  a
greater sin.” 

This made Pilate try even harder to release Jesus. Tradition allowed the
governor to release a prisoner at the request of  the crowd during the
Festival. A crowd had gathered, so Pilate asked, “Which prisoner should
I release? Barabbas,42 the murderer, or Jesus, the Messiah?” Pilate knew
this whole thing boiled down to a power play by the leaders of  religion,
and he figured the crowd would never ask for the release of  Barabbas. 

While this was happening, his wife sent him a message: “Leave this Man
alone.  He’s  innocent.  I’ve  had  nightmares,  and  I’m  terrified  of  the
consequences if  we get tangled up in this.” 

Meanwhile, the leaders of  religion filtered through the crowd, stirring up
a mob to ask for the release of  Barabbas and the execution of  Jesus.
When the governor turned back to the crowd for their decision, they
demanded the release of  Barabbas. 

Pilate said, “What shall I do with Jesus, your Messiah?” 

41 Crucifixion  was  a  humiliating  and  painful  form  of  public  execution
practiced by the Romans. Clothes were taken away from the condemned.
The victim was nailed to a wooden cross. Each breath was painful, and the
prisoner slowly died of  suffocation. Roman citizens could not be crucified,
even if  their execution was ordered. Only Roman authorities were allowed
to crucify; so the Jewish leaders probably did not take Pilate seriously when
he told them to crucify Jesus themselves.

42 Barabbas  was  in  prison  for  a  violent  uprising  against  the  Roman
government and for murder. In some manuscripts, he has the same first
name as Jesus.
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They shouted, “Crucify Him!” 

“Why?” Pilate asked, “What crime has He committed?” 

But they shouted louder, “Crucify Him!” 

The Jewish leaders said, “Jesus claims to be a king. If  you let him go,
what will Caesar think? Anyone trying to be king opposes Caesar.” 

When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus to the place of  public trial. By
now it was noon, and this was the day that the Jews prepared for the
Passover. 

Pilate said to the Jews, “Here’s your King.” 

They shouted back, “Get rid of  Him! Crucify Him!” 

Pilate said, “Do you really want me to crucify your King?” 

The  leaders  answered,  “Caesar  is  our  only  king.”43 JOHN 19:1-12A,
MATTHEW 27:15-23, JOHN 19:12B-15

When Pilate saw that he was spinning his wheels and a riot was forming,
he washed his hands in full view of  the crowd below him. “I’m washing
my hands of  this. His death is on your hands, not mine.” 

The crowd responded,  “We’ll  gladly take responsibility for His death.
Blame us and our children.”44 

So  Pilate  released  Barabbas  but  ordered  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus.
MATTHEW 27:24-26

Taking off  the fancy robe, the soldiers put Jesus’ own clothes back on
Him. Then they led Him away to the crucifixion site. MATTHEW 27:31

43 “Caesar is our only king.” An ironic statement considering that most of  the
Jewish people hated the Romans and considered them to be oppressors
that needed to be overthrown.

44 Crucifixion and antisemitism: Some people have tried to take some of  the
elements of  this passage and pin the blame for the crucifixion of  Jesus on
the Jewish people. The vast majority of  Christians vigorously object to that
line of  thought. It’s a basic Christian belief  that we all are responsible for
the crucifixion of  Jesus. Ultimately, our sins nailed Jesus to the cross, not
the Romans, not the Jews. Sooner or later, He would have been martyred in
any nation or in any generation.  The prophecy of  Simeon made at  the
temple soon after Jesus’ birth came true: “There’s no neutrality with this
Child.” See Luke 2:34 (Day 12 of  The Easy Bible).
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The death of  Jesus

Carrying His own cross, Jesus headed out toward the crucifixion site.45

JOHN 19:17

A man named Simon of  Cyrene was coming into town. The soldiers
detained him and compelled him to carry the cross for Jesus. 

A crowd followed, and women were mourning. Jesus turned and said,
“Don’t weep for Me. Weep for yourselves and for your children because
terrible times are coming.” 

When they arrived at the site, Jesus was crucified between two criminals,
one on each side. 

From the Cross, Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them. They don’t know
what they’re doing.” 

Pilate had a sign posted over Jesus that read, “Jesus of  Nazareth—King
of  the Jews.” It was written in Hebrew, Latin and Greek. 

The Jewish leaders objected and asked for the sign to be rewritten. 

But Pilate said, “What I have written I have written.” 

The soldiers divided up His clothes, but drew straws46 to see who would
get  the  seamless  undergarment.  This  fulfilled  another  Biblical
prediction.47 

Standing nearby were three Marys48—Jesus’ mother, His aunt and Mary
Magdalene. Jesus looked at His mother and His close follower, John. He
said to John, “Care for My mom.” To His mother He said, “John will be
your son in My place.” LUKE 23:26-34A, JOHN 19:19-26

A crowd gathered to watch the show and poke fun at Jesus. “If  He’s
really the Messiah,” they said, “let’s see if  He can save Himself.” The
soldiers, likewise, mocked Him, and offered Him sour wine to drink. 

One of  the criminals who was being crucified taunted Him as well: “Mr.
Messiah, save Yourself  and us while You’re at it.” 

45 Or Golgotha which means the Place of  the Skull.
46 Drew straws: Or cast lots. While the exact mechanics of  the process are

unclear, it involved throwing stones or bones to see how they landed—
something like rolling dice or flipping a coin.

47 See Psalm 22:18.
48 “Mary” means “bitter.” (See Ruth 1:20.)
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But the other one said, “Are you crazy? Soon we’ll stand before God.
We’re getting what we deserve, but this Man did nothing wrong.” 

To Jesus he said, “Remember me when You begin Your rule as King.” 

Jesus answered, “Today you will be with Me in Paradise.” LUKE 23:34-43

From noon to three darkness fell;  the sun stopped shining. At three,
Jesus  cried,  “Eli,  Eli,  lama sabachthani?”  which  means,  “My God,  My
God, why have You left Me?” 

Some in the crowd thought He was calling for the prophet Elijah. “Let’s
see if  Elijah will save Him,” they said. MATTHEW 27:45-49

Jesus,  knowing that all  Bible predictions  about His  death were being
fulfilled, said, “I’m thirsty.” Someone held a sponge soaked with sour
wine up to His mouth on a stick. After receiving the drink, Jesus said,
“It’s finished with results that stand.” JOHN 19:28-30A

With a loud voice, Jesus cried out one last time, releasing His spirit. He
was dead. 

At that instant, the curtain in the temple separating the people from the
God’s  holy  presence  was  torn  in  two,  from  top  to  bottom.  An
earthquake split rocks in pieces, and after Jesus’ resurrection, some good
people who had died came to life and appeared to many in Jerusalem. 

The Roman captain in charge of  guarding the site saw these things and
was terrified. “Wow,” he said, “this Man was the Son of  God.” MATTHEW

27:50-54

The Jewish leaders asked Pilate to have his soldiers hasten the death49 of
the three men being crucified by breaking their legs. They wanted them
down  off  the  crosses  before  evening  so  their  presence  would  not
desecrate the holy Festival sabbath. The soldiers broke the legs of  the
two other men, but when they saw that Jesus was already dead, they
didn’t  break  His  legs.  One of  the  soldiers  pierced Jesus’  side  with a
spear.  Blood and water50 flowed out.  This account is  true,  and these
events fulfill the Bible predictions that said none of  His bones would be

49 In order to breathe, victims of  crucifixion needed to raise themselves up by
their legs. Breaking the legs would result in suffocation.

50 Blood and water flowed out giving evidence that Jesus did not die the usual
death of  suffocation by crucifixion. This is corroborated by the loud cry.
Jesus gave up his life voluntarily, just as He predicted.
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broken and, “They will look on the One they pierced.”51 JOHN 19:31-37

Burial

One of  the Jewish leaders was Joseph of  Arimathea, a good man who
had  not  gone  along  with  the  scheme  to  kill  Jesus.  After  getting
permission  from Pilate,  he  buried Jesus  as  follows:  He wrapped His
body in a linen cloth and laid Him in his own tomb cut out of  rock—a
tomb never before used. He sealed the tomb with a large stone that he
rolled across the entrance. 

The women who had followed from Galilee watched all this and noted
the location so they could return to honor His body with burial spices
and  ointments.  But  the  Sabbath  arrived,  so  they  obeyed  God’s
commandment by resting. LUKE 23:50-56

The Roman guards

During the Sabbath, the leaders of  religion went to Pilate and said, “Sir,
it occurs to us that the deceiver, Jesus, said He would rise from the dead
after  three  days.  Therefore,  please  provide  a  guard  for  the  tomb to
prevent His followers from stealing the body and claiming He rose from
the  dead.  If  that  happens,  things  will  be  worse  than  ever.”  Pilate
provided a detachment of  soldiers who went to the tomb, sealed the
stone in place and camped out to stand guard.

Visiting the tomb

The next day, at the first light of  dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary headed toward the tomb. On the way, other women joined them.52

There was a sudden, violent earthquake. Then an angel came down from
heaven, shining like lightning. Arriving at the tomb, he rolled the stone
away and sat on it. The soldiers were paralyzed with terror.  MATTHEW

27:60-28:4

When the women arrived, they found the stone rolled away from the

51 Exodus 12:46, Numbers 9:12, Psalm 34:20, Zechariah 12:10
52 Again, scholars may differ as to the precise sequence of  events here, as

each eyewitness includes and excludes several details.
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entrance; so they entered the tomb, but they couldn’t find the body of
Jesus, leaving them perplexed. 

As they tried to get their bearings, suddenly two men stood by them,
their clothes gleaming with light. Terrified, the women bowed face down
to the ground. The men said, “Why do you come to the house of  the
dead to look for the One who lives? Jesus is not here. He’s alive. Don’t
you  remember  how He  told  you  back  in  Galilee  that  He  would  be
betrayed, crucified and come back to life on the third day?” 

Then they remembered. 

The women went and told Jesus’ eleven followers, but they didn’t buy it.
It sounded like nonsense to them. 

Yet Peter and John ran to the tomb. They found the linen cloth lying
there53 along  with  the  cloth  that  had  covered  Jesus’  head.  As  John
examined the evidence, reality started to sink in. Jesus was alive. Finally,
he believed. They didn’t yet understand from the Bible that the Messiah
needed to rise from the dead. Then the two went home. LUKE 24:1-12

But Mary Magdalene remained by the tomb, weeping. Looking inside,
she saw two angels sitting there. 

“Why are you crying?” they asked. 

“Because they took away my Master,” she said, “and I don’t know where
He is.”54 

53 Linen cloth lying there: John 19:39-40 makes it clear that Jesus was buried
with strips of  linen wrapped in a mixture of  myrrh and aloes. Nuances in
the original language suggest that, upon rising from the dead, Jesus’ body
passed through the linen cloth, leaving it intact, but empty. John examined
this evidence and came to the conclusion that Jesus was alive. Incidentally,
Jesus’ burial needed to take place quickly. His death took place about three
or four hours before nightfall,  when the Sabbath started,  after which it
would be illegal  to do the work required to bury Him. The women no
doubt felt that the proper burial practices were not observed, and wanted
to return after the Sabbath to honor Jesus with a proper burial.

54 I love this passage because it is so human. Mary Magdalene stands face to
face with the greatest miracle in all  history, and doesn’t  even know that
miracle is there. The stone is rolled away. More bad news! Not content to
simply kill Jesus, the authorities have also stolen his body! All of  us can
look at life and find bad news: too many bills,  not enough money. The
doctor’s  report  was  not  good,  not  good  at  all.  Pain,  shame,  hurt  and
trauma. But how many of  us know the truth? In the very place of  despair
we will find the Risen Lord. And when we do, our whole world will change.
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Then she  turned  away  and saw Jesus  standing  there.  But  she  didn’t
recognize Him. 

Jesus said, “Why are you crying? Who are you looking for?” 

Thinking He was the caretaker, she said, “Sir, if  you’ve moved Him, tell
me where you’ve put Him, so I can care for His body.” 

Jesus said, “Mary.” 

Turning to face Him squarely, she cried out, “Teacher!” 

Jesus said, “Don’t hang on to Me. I’m headed to see Father God. But tell
My brothers that I’m on My way to see our Father God.” 

So Mary shared the news with Jesus’ followers. JOHN 20:3-18

Meanwhile,  the  soldiers  had  fled  the  scene.  Some of  them told  the
leaders of  religion what happened. After conferring, the leaders gave the
soldiers a huge bribe to say that Jesus’ followers stole the body at night,
while the soldiers slept. “If  Pilate finds out,” they added, “we’ll talk to
him and keep you out of  trouble.” So they took the bribe, spread the
story55 and many people bought it. MATTHEW 28:11-15

Transformation on the road to Emmaus56

Two of  Jesus’ followers set out for a village called Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem. Walking along, they were discussing everything
that had happened in the last few days. As they walked, Jesus Himself
approached them and began traveling with them, but God prevented
them from recognizing Him.

He asked them, “What are you two talking about? You look so sad.” 

They stopped, their faces covered with sorrow. One of  them, named
Cleopas, said, “Haven’t you heard the news? Don’t you know what just
happened in Jerusalem?”

55 Soldiers’ story: One problem with the guards’ story is this: If  they were
sleeping, how did they know what happened? Soldiers who slept while on
guard duty were subject to immediate execution. See Acts 12:19. 

56 This may be my favorite passage in all the Bible. A print of  the painting,
“The Journey to Emmaus” by Swiss artist Robert Zünd (1827-1909) hangs
in my office. I often look at it and ponder how everything in our world can
change in an instant. All it takes is the presence of  Jesus.
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“What happened?” Jesus asked. 

They answered, “Jesus of  Nazareth was crucified. He was a prophet. He
was a great teacher. He performed many miracles. He was a man of
God. But our leaders of  religion handed Him over to the Romans, and
they crucified Him. And we were hoping He would be God’s Messiah,
come to set Israel free once again. But His life ended three days ago.
And to top it off, some women were at His tomb this morning, but
couldn’t find His body. They came and told us that  they had seen a
vision, something about angels saying He was alive. Some of  us went to
the tomb, found it empty, but no sign of  Jesus.”

Then Jesus said, “Why does it take so long for you to understand and
believe57 what the prophets long ago predicted? Don’t you get it? The
Messiah  needed  to  suffer  these  things  before  all  the  glorious  things
written about Him could happen.” Starting at the beginning of  the Bible
with the writings of  Moses, He explained what the Bible had predicted
about Himself.

When they came to the village, Jesus acted like He was going to keep on
walking.  But  they  urged Him to  stay  with  them.  “Daylight  is  almost
gone. Please stay and have supper with us.” 

When they sat down to supper, Jesus took a loaf  of  bread and said a
prayer over it. Then He broke the bread and gave it to them. At that
moment, their eyes were opened,58 and they realized who He was. Then
Jesus disappeared.

57 One compelling evidence for the resurrection of  Jesus is the reluctance of
Jesus’  close  followers  to  believe  it.  The record indicates  that  they  were
more surprised than anyone.

58 The  disciples  were  walking  through  sorrow  like  none  they  had  ever
experienced  before.  Their  Lord  was  dead,  and  no  explanation  could
account for it; no theology could soothe their aching hearts. Pouring out
their grief  to a stranger as they walked along the road to Emmaus, they
wrestled with their world gone mad. Nothing made sense. All their hopes
were shattered. Then their eyes were opened. So it is with us. There are no
answers, no reasons to account for all that has gone wrong in our lives.
Each of  us has walked through bewildering times, when it seems that our
Lord has left us all alone. But then, as we pour out our sorrows to the One
who seems a stranger, our eyes are opened. Then we learn the truth. We
discover that He was there all along, walking with us, comforting us, telling
us the truth, responding to our invitation for Him to enter our lives and
make His home with us.
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They looked at each other and said, “Wow! When He talked with us as
we were walking, it was like our hearts were on fire.” 

Even  though  it  was  evening,59 they  hit  the  road,  racing  back  to
Jerusalem.  When  they  arrived,  they  found  the  Eleven  followers  and
others gathered. As the two shared their story, the Eleven had news of
their  own. “It’s really  true!  Jesus is  alive, and has appeared to Simon
Peter.” LUKE 24:13-35

Peace

As they were talking, Jesus Himself  appeared to them and said, “Be at
peace. It’s okay.” 

They were scared witless, thinking Jesus was a ghost. 

But Jesus said, “Why are you scared? Why do you doubt? Look at the
scars on My hands and feet. I’m not a ghost. Touch Me and verify that
I’m not a ghost, but I’m really Me in the flesh.” 

They looked Him over and still  had trouble taking it  in; it was like a
dream. 

So He said, “Do you have anything to eat?” 

They found a piece of  broiled fish. He took it and ate it in front of
them. LUKE 24:36-43

Again Jesus said, “Be at peace.60 Father God sent Me; I’m sending you.”

59 Travel was by foot, and there were no street lights or flashlights; so people
avoided traveling by night if  possible.

60 These are Jesus’ first words to His gathered disciples after His resurrection.
They were gathered together in secret fearing that the authorities might
find them and crucify them, too. Bewildered and overcome with sorrow
because their Messiah had been killed, they were now alarmed at reports
that His body was no longer in the grave. They had given their lives to
Jesus, and now He was gone, and they had no idea how to pick up the
threads of  a life that no longer existed. The last thing they expected was
Jesus  Himself  standing  among  them.  The  inconceivable  had  happened.
The laws of  the universe had been turned upside down. Jesus was alive.
How do you take this in? What does it mean? Jesus interprets this startling
event for us: It means peace. It means Jesus is greater and stronger than
those who put men to death. He is the Author of  life. No weapon forged
against us can prosper. It means the life Jesus gives is much greater than the
life we lost. It means that all our bad news now has a happy ending. God’s
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Then He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. You now
have the power to bring forgiveness into your world.61 Use it.”

Doubting Thomas

Now Thomas, one of  Jesus’ Twelve close followers,62 was not present
when this happened. When the news of  this meeting reached him, he
said, “No way!63 I won’t believe it unless I see the crucifixion scars in His
hands and feel the scar of  the spear that was thrust into His side.” 

Eight  days  later,  the  disciples  were  together  again,  this  time  with
Thomas present. Even though the door was locked in the room where
they were meeting, Jesus appeared again. “Be at peace,” He said. Then
He said to Thomas, “Touch My hands and feel the scar on My side.
Don’t be a doubter; be a believer.” 

Thomas was overwhelmed. “My Master! My God!”64 he said. 

Jesus said, “You’ve seen Me; you believe. What good things are in store
for those who haven’t seen, yet still believe!” JOHN 20:21-29

The plan

Jesus met with His followers, and said to them, “Remember what I told

wrath is turned away. It means peace.
61 “You now have the power to bring forgiveness into your world.” A more

literal  translation  would  be:  If  you  forgive  someone’s  sins,  they  are
forgiven;  if  you  don’t,  they  aren’t.  Some  Christians  believe  that  this
empowered the apostles, certain people within the church, or all Christians
to be agents of  God, able to grant forgiveness. Others believe that only
God has the power to forgive sins, and this statement would have been
understood  by  Jesus’  followers  to  mean  “show  people  the  way  to
forgiveness.”

62 Of  the original twelve followers or disciples, all were martyred (murdered)
for their faith except John, who was exiled on the Island of  Patmos. (Judas
Iscariot had previously committed suicide.)

63 No  way!  The  transformation  of  Jesus’  close  followers  is  one  of  the
strongest evidences for the Resurrection. They went from frightened and
doubting to bold representatives of  Jesus, even though their allegiance to
Him would cost every one but John their lives.

64 If  Jesus were not God the Son,  He would have stopped Thomas from
calling  Him “God,”  and  He  would  not  have  allowed  His  followers  to
worship Him (compare Matthew 28:17 and Revelation 22:8-9).
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you. Everything written about Me in the Bible must come true.” Then
He opened their minds so they could understand the Bible. “This was all
predicted,” He said, “that the Messiah would suffer, die and rise from
the dead on the third day, and that the opportunity for a new life and
forgiveness might be made known to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem.
I have a parting gift from the Father for you. Stay in Jerusalem65 until
you receive it. You will be given power from God Himself.” LUKE 24:44-
49

Jesus appeared to Peter, to the Eleven, later to 500 or more followers
who were gathered in one place—most of  whom were still alive when
this was written, but some had passed on. 1 CORINTHIANS 15:5-666

Breakfast by the lake

Jesus appeared to His disciples by the Sea of  Galilee. Peter, Thomas,
Nathanael, James, John and two other followers were there. Simon Peter
decided to go fishing, and the rest joined him. They spent the night in a
boat on the lake but caught nothing. 

At daybreak, Jesus was standing on the beach, but His followers did not
know that it was Jesus. He called out to the men in the boat, “How was
the fishing? Did you catch anything?” 

They answered, “No.” 

He said, “Try throwing the net off  the right side of  your boat.” 

They gave it a try, and, when they did, they couldn’t even haul the net
back in because of  all the fish they caught.

Then John said,  “It’s  the  Master,  Jesus.”  Peter  put  on  his  shirt  and
jumped in the water to swim to shore. The other followers brought the
boat in. (They were about 100 yards out.) When they arrived, they found
a breakfast of  fish and bread cooking over the fire. 

“Bring Me some of  the fish you just caught,” Jesus said. 

65 The  exact  sequence  of  some  of  these  meetings  with  Jesus  is  unclear.
However, it appears that Jesus met with His followers first in Jerusalem (in
the Roman state of  Judea), then in a couple of  locations in Galilee, and
then again back in the vicinity of  Jerusalem.

66 This was written about 22 years later by the apostle Paul (a leader in the
early church).
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When they pulled the net up on shore, there were 153 large fish. But
even with the huge catch, the net was still intact.

As Jesus shared breakfast with them, none of  them dared ask, “Who are
You?”  because  they  knew  it  was  Jesus.  This  was  the  third  time  He
appeared to them after rising from the dead.

The restoration of  Peter

After breakfast, Jesus had a talk with Simon Peter. “Simon,67” He asked,
“look around at everything you see. Do you love and value Me68 more
than all of  this?” 

Peter answered, “Master, You know that I really like You.” 

Jesus said, “Then take care of  My followers like a shepherd cares for his
sheep.” 

Jesus asked again, “Simon, do you love and value Me?” 

“Yes, Master, You know that I really like You.” 

Jesus said, “Care for My followers like a shepherd cares for his sheep.” 

Then Jesus asked, “Simon do you really like Me?” 

This hurt Peter’s feelings.69 He said, “Master, You know everything. You

67 Simon was another name for Peter.
68 Peter, having denied that he even knew Jesus, felt completely unworthy to

be called a follower of  Jesus. This question by Jesus begins the process of
Peter’s  restoration.  Peter,  who impulsively  claimed that  he would follow
Jesus to prison and to death,  discovers that he will  find the courage to
follow Jesus. Reliable tradition tells us that Peter was eventually crucified.
Though by his request, he was crucified upside down because he didn’t feel
worthy to die the same way Jesus had died.

69 If  your feelings could talk, what would they say? God often brings us to the
place of  looking inside, because it is in the “inner parts” (Psalm 51:6) that
He wants to do His work. In John 21, we have an uncomfortable meeting
between the Risen Master and the man who denied Him three times. Jesus
doesn’t try to smooth things over. Instead, He stirs them up. He brings the
shame and hurt  that  Peter  felt  right  out  into the  open.  Jesus does  not
minimize. He does not ignore. There are no “elephants in the room” when
Jesus is there. He wanted to restore Peter, and He knew the only way to do
it was to get out the scalpel and do surgery on his soul. Peter said that he
would follow Jesus to prison and to death. But his promise was empty, a
bunch of  hot air.  Peter now knows how little he has to offer.  He’s not
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must know that I really like You.” 

Jesus said, “Care for My followers like a shepherd cares for his sheep.”

Then Jesus added, “Here’s the truth. When you were young, you dressed
yourself  and went where you wanted to go. But when you are old, you’ll
stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you
where you don’t  want to go.” (Jesus said this  to  let  Peter  know that
someday he would be crucified just as Jesus was, and his death would
honor and reveal God.) 

Then Jesus added, “Follow Me.”

Peter looked over at John and asked, “What about him?” 

Jesus said, “If  I want him to remain alive until I return, what difference
does that make to you? You need to focus on following me.” 

Because of  this,  a rumor got started that John would never die. But
that’s not what Jesus said. He had said, “If  I want him to remain alive
until I return, what difference does that make to you?”

I, John, saw and heard all these things. I wrote them down, and you can
be assured that everything I wrote is true. JOHN 21:1-24

Our job

The  Eleven  headed  out  to  the  prearranged  meeting  place  in  the
mountains of  Galilee. When they saw Jesus there, they worshiped Him,
but some doubted. Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been  given  to  Me.  As  you  go,  turn  the  nations  into  My  followers,
baptizing them in the name of  Father God, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
teaching  them to  obey everything  I’ve  taught  you.  Remember,  I  will
always be with you, from now to the end of  the age.” MATTHEW 28:16-
2070

Jesus  said,  “Go into all  the  world and tell  everyone  the  good news.
Those who believe and are baptized will be saved, but those who refuse

entirely sure that Jesus will take him back. So Jesus brings all this shame
and uncertainty out into the open. Then He tells Peter the truth. “You are
restored. You will feed My sheep. After a long and faithful life, you will
follow Me to prison and to death.” God’s word to us is transformational
when it reaches us in the vulnerable place of  our feelings.

70 This famous passage is commonly known as the Great Commission.
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to believe will be condemned.” MARK 16:15-16

After  He was crucified,  Jesus  appeared to His  followers,  and over  a
period of  forty days, He demonstrated convincingly that He was alive.
He instructed them to remain in Jerusalem to wait for the gift promised
by Father God. “Remember,” He said, “I told you about this. John the
Baptist baptized with water, but you will soon be baptized with the Holy
Spirit.”71

They asked Him, “Master, are You at this time going to reestablish Israel
as a sovereign nation?” 

He answered, “That is up to Father God, and the timetable on that is
not for you to know. But when the Holy Spirit comes to you, you will
receive the power72 to tell others about Me, starting in Jerusalem, then
Judea, then Samaria, then everywhere to the very ends of  the earth.”

After He said this, He was lifted up and passed through the clouds. As
His  followers  looked  at  the  sky  where  they  last  saw  Him,  two men
appeared in white clothing. “Men from Galilee,” they said, “why do you
stand here looking at the sky? Jesus, who just went to heaven, will return
in the same way that He just left.” ACTS 1:3-11

Then Jesus walked with them to a place near Bethany.  He lifted His
hands and spoke words of  blessing over them. As He did, He rose up
into  the  air  and  was  carried  away  into  heaven.  Overwhelmed,  the

71 Jesus  is  greater  than  John the  Baptist,  and the  baptism He  provides  is
greater. This does not do away with water baptism, but it signifies, not just
a new direction, but a whole new life empowered by God. Some Christians
see baptism with the Holy Spirit as a separate experience accompanied by
supernatural  displays  such  as  prophecy  or  speaking  in  languages  the
speaker  never  learned  (speaking  in  tongues).  Others  see  this  as  a
fundamental  reality  for  all  believers,  sealing  our  connection  with  God,
which may or may not be evidenced by any outward manifestations.

72 Why do we need power? Because God’s vision is so much greater than our
own.  The  disciples  hoped  for  a  restoration  of  Israel’s  sovereignty  and
preeminence among the nations. God was way, way beyond them. He was
here to transform an entire world. He was looking through the generations
at a redeemed people numbering in the hundreds of  millions. We are God’s
witnesses. Does a witness need special power to testify about what he has
seen? No. But God’s witnesses bring light into places of  darkness. Power is
needed to break the domain of  darkness and usher in the Kingdom of
God’s  Dear  Son.  We cannot  change  the  fact  that  we are  connected  to
something  bigger  than  us,  bigger  than  our  plans,  bigger  than  our
imagination. Get used to it. This is your place as a son or daughter of  God.

47



followers  fell  to  their  knees  in  worship.  Then  they  went  back  to
Jerusalem and went to the temple—the Jewish house of  worship—to
express their wonder and devotion to God. LUKE 24:50-53

After Jesus ascended to heaven, He sat down at the right hand of  God.
His followers went out and spread the news, and the Master worked
with them, confirming their message with many miracles.  MARK 16:19-
2073

In the presence of  His followers, Jesus performed many miracles that
are  not  recorded in  this  book.  But  these  are recorded so you might
believe that  Jesus is  the Messiah,  the Son of  God. By believing,  you
receive eternal life from Him. JOHN 20:30-31

73 This passage is not present in some early manuscripts.
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Where Does That Leave Us?

Okay. Let’s review. You were created to live forever, designed to make a
difference, engineered for excellence. The God who designed you likes
you, loves you, wants to be your friend. The only thing standing in the
way of  every good thing God has for you is sin. That’s a problem that
we can’t solve ourselves. That’s why God sent a perfect man, His only
Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus did what you and I could never do. When Jesus
lived a life without sin, died on a Roman cross, and rose from the dead,
He broke the power of  sin forever. By His death, He took the penalty
that we deserved. Now He is at work restoring God’s beautiful plan for
your  life.  He’s  alive  from the  dead,  ready  to  welcome you  into  that
friendship with God. 

But He won’t force you into this friendship and this gift of  restoration
and  eternal  life.  Instead,  He  offers  you  a  choice.  Choose  Him,  you
choose life. Choose to go it alone without Him, and you choose to be
separated from God forever.

If  you accept and trust in God’s Son, you have eternal life. If  you reject
God’s  son,  you  will  never  experience  eternal  life.  Instead,  you  will
experience God’s angry judgment. JOHN 3:36

If  you haven’t already chosen Jesus, but want to, here’s a prayer that can
help express that choice:

Jesus, I have sinned. I have been sinned against. I am guilty before God,
and I have been damaged by the infection of  sin. But You died and rose
again to make me right with God, to break the power of  sin in my life
and to forever heal the hurts caused by sin. I want that. I open the door
of  my life to You. Come in and live with me. Break the power of  sin in
me. Heal the hurt that sin has done to me. I want to live with You and
Father God forever. Thank You for including me in Your family. Thank
You for the gift of  Your presence in my life. Amen. 
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Let me pause here. If  you’ve just prayed that prayer or something just
like it for the first time, wow! Please receive a virtual hug or high five
from me. Wow! A powerful transformation has just taken place. Do you
know that the angels in heaven are throwing a party right now because
of  you? It’s true! Much celebration is going on right now in God’s heart.
You’ve come home. Welcome home! I am so excited for you. You and I
are going to be friends—more than that, we’ll be family—not a messed
up, dysfunctional family—but part of  the beautiful family of  God. Wow.

If  you’ve never prayed this prayer or another like it, it’s not too late. You
can back up a couple paragraphs and do it right now. 
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Your New Identity

Here’s the reality: If  you belong to Jesus, you are a new person. The old
life is history; everything is new. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

By taking the gift Jesus offers, a powerful change has taken place inside
you. The cure for the infection of  sin has already been activated for you.
You are right now guilt-free before God. The power of  sin has been
broken in your life. And God is hard at work repairing the damage sin
has done to you.

Let’s unpack that.

Does this mean that you will never sin? No.

If  you mess up, will God kick you out of  His family? No.

John, a follower of  Jesus and an important early church leader, offers
this explanation in his letter which has become part of  the Bible:

We’re just fooling ourselves if  we claim that we never sin. Come out of
denial and face the truth! Be honest with God about your sins. Admit
your faults. Then you can count on Him to forgive your sins and make
you clean inside. If  you claim you haven’t sinned, you’re calling God a
liar, and you aren’t even on the same page with Him.

Dear children, I’m writing these things so you won’t sin. But, if  you do,
Jesus will speak to Father God on your behalf. When He died, He paid
the price for our sins—His sacrifice was enough to pay for every sin of
every human being.

Here’s  the  deal:  If  we have a  relationship with Jesus,  we follow His
instructions. If  we claim to know Him, but ignore what He says, we’re
lying. … 

Let’s look at it logically: You know that Father God is good. Wouldn’t
His kids show a family resemblance and do what is right? Think about
the love—the off-the-charts love—that God has given to us by making
us His children. That’s who we are. That’s our identity. No wonder the
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people who are disconnected from God can’t figure us out—they don’t
know God.

Dear friends, we are already God’s children. What does the future hold?
We don’t  know,  but  we do know this:  When Jesus  appears,  we’ll  be
transformed and become just like Him. This hope motivates us to live a
pure life.

Practicing sin is living in defiance toward God. Jesus came to earth to
remove sin. He never sinned, and no one who has received life from
Jesus  goes  on  practicing  sin.  Those  who  practice  sin  don’t  have  a
relationship with Jesus.

Dear children, don’t let anybody con you.  Those who practice doing
good  are  righteous  just  like  Jesus  is  righteous.  Those  who  keep  on
sinning get their marching orders from the original sinner himself, the
devil. But Jesus, the Son of  God, showed up to destroy the devil’s work.

No one who has been born into God’s family can continue to practice
sin because God’s DNA is in him. Sin is incompatible with God’s DNA.
This is how we identify the children of  God and the children of  the
devil: Those who don’t do good and don’t care about their brothers and
sisters in Jesus—they aren’t part of  God’s family. 1  JOHN 1:8-2:4, 2:29-
3:10

I want to zero in on two portions of  that passage quoted above.

(1) “Think about the love—the off-the-charts love—that God has given
to us by making us His children. That’s who we are. That’s our identity.”
Our relationship with God gives us a  new identity.  We are His kids.
We’re  part  of  His  family.  That’s  who  we  are.  This  is  incredibly
important. Your identity as a son or daughter of  God gives you rights
and privileges and protections that other people simply don’t have.

Imagine being the son or daughter of  a generous74 billionaire who loves

74 By the way, as a child of  God you are characterized by generosity.  I’ve
noticed that generosity shows up in different ways depending on one’s level
of  income. Low income people are sacrificially generous; they understand
how much a bag of  groceries or a car repair can mean to someone who is
struggling to survive. Middle income people are diligently generous; they
understand the value of  adding a little more every day, every week, every
month  toward  the  goal  of  making  a  difference.  Wealthy  people  are
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you  deeply.  Whatever  you  needed  and  almost  anything  you  wanted
would be yours. You would come home to a beautiful home every night.
If  you need to travel, you hop on a private jet and go. 

Your connection with God as His child assures you a place in His home,
a role in His business, the promise that He will satisfy all of  your desires
with good things,75 and reward you with eternal life.76

(2)  “No one  who has  been  born  into  God’s  family  can continue  to
practice sin because God’s DNA is in him.” As the passage makes clear,
this doesn’t mean that we will never sin. Of  course, we will sin. But sin
is out of  character for us. It isn’t what we normally do. For us, sin is an
anomaly.

We’re God’s kids. We carry a family resemblance. It comes as no surprise
when we do good, because, hey, that’s what the family does. When we
stumble, when we sin—it’s all covered—but it’s not what we normally
do.

Does this mean we are sinners?

Here’s the best way to look at this:

• “Sinner” was our temporary identity.

• “Child of  God” is our permanent identity.

We had to come to the point of  acknowledging that we were sinners
before  we  were  in  a  position  to  receive  the  gift  of  forgiveness  and
friendship God has for us. We were fighting a losing battle against sin.
We were unable to remove the infection of  sin. That’s why we needed
Jesus. That’s why Jesus needed to die for us. In short, we had to admit
that we were sinners.

Here’s an example from the Bible:

To the self-righteous who had contempt for everyone else, Jesus told

strategically generous; they understand the value of  creating systems that
can become self  sustaining. Each of  these different kinds of  generosity is
needed and valued by God.

75 Psalm 103:5
76 John 3:16

53



this  story:  “Two men went  to the  place  of  prayer.  One was a  strict
practitioner  of  religion.  The other  was  a  despised tax  collector.  The
religionist prayed: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people—
con men, robbers, adulterers, or like this disgusting tax collector. I fast
twice a week and pay You a tenth of  every penny I make.’ But the tax
collector hid in a corner and wept before God. ‘Have mercy on me,’ he
prayed, ‘for I am a sinner.’” Jesus said, “I’ll give it to you straight. The
tax collector found peace with God, but not the other guy. Arrogant
people  will  trip  over  their  own  pride  and  fall,  but  God  invites  the
humble to be His friends.” LUKE 18:9-1477

The man who found peace with God identified himself  as a “sinner.”
That’s our entry into the family of  God. “God, I’m helpless apart from
Jesus. I need Your mercy, and ask for it because Jesus died for me.”

But once we enter the family of  God, the “sinner” identity drops away,
and we assume our real, permanent identity as God’s child.

There is a great deal of  confusion about this. I believe it’s important to
get this cleared up, because you deserve to know the truth about who
you really are.

What is a sinner? A sinner is a person whose life is characterized by sin.
A sinner sins. That’s what one does if  one is a sinner. A cat acts like a
cat. A dog acts like a dog. A sinner acts like a sinner. He doesn’t always
sin any more than a welder always welds. But sin is in his nature, just like
meowing is in a cat’s nature.

But you are no longer a sinner. You are God’s child.

• God could ignore you.

• He could acknowledge your existence.

• He could offer you a job. 

• He could invite you to party with Him once in a while.

• He could invite you to become His friend.

• He could invite you to become family. 

Of  all those levels of  engagement, God chose the most intimate as His

77 Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture references are from The Easy Bible®.
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preferred way of  relating to you.  You were created to be God’s kid.
When God called you into existence, He had in mind that you would be
His daughter or His son. Your place in the family is already reserved. 

Keep in mind how this works.

When you get a new credit card in the mail, what’s the first thing you
need to do? Activate it! A strip of  paper with activation instructions is
glued to the credit card. You’ll probably need to call an 800 number, log
on to a website, or use the card with your PIN at an ATM.

So let me ask you a question: 

Is the credit card yours before you activate it? 

Sure. Of  course it is. 

Does it do you any good? 

Nope. Until you activate that credit card, you can’t buy anything with it.

In the same way, your place in God’s family is reserved, but until you
activate it, it doesn’t do you any good.

Let’s look at this another way. One day I kept losing my wireless signal. I
tried rebooting my router, rebooting my modem, rebooting my laptop
and going through whatever troubleshooting procedures I knew about.
Finally, I noticed the source of  the problem. The electrical plug for the
router had come loose from the outlet. The router didn’t have steady
power. It didn’t work because it wasn’t connected.

In the same way, we need to be connected to Jesus to activate our status
as children of  God. The Bible puts it this way:

And those who do—those who open their arms to welcome the God-
Man [Jesus Christ], and believe the God-Message—these are the ones
who have the power to be children of  God, born by God Himself  into
a whole new life. JOHN 1:12-13

The moment we invite Jesus in, we become the children of  God. That is
how God identifies us. His kids.

Dual identity?

This brings up an important question. Are we sinners and God’s kids at
the same time? 
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No.

We are either sinners (people who practice sin) or God’s kids, but not
both. Not only does the passage in 1 John say this, but this is a theme
that is repeated throughout the Bible.78 

God  never  intended  for  us  to  be  sinners.  That’s  not  who  we  were
designed to be. 

“Sinner” is not our current identity as followers of  Jesus. “Sinner” was

78 Psalm 1:5 says that sinners will not stand in the assembly of  the righteous.
Psalm 37:38 says all sinners will be destroyed. Jesus called sinners (Matthew
9:13,  Mark  2:17,  Luke  5:32)  to  Himself  to  be  transformed.  There  is
rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who turns away from sin and embraces
God. (Luke 15:7+) Jesus’ followers were distinguished from sinners. (Luke
6:32+) While  we were still  sinners  (a  past  condition),  Jesus died for  us.
(Romans 5:8) When Jesus was arrested, He called it being “delivered into
the hands of  sinners.” (Matthew 26:45,  Mark 14:41,  Luke 24:7) Sinners
experience  tragedy,  and  unrepentant  sinners  experience  judgment.  (See
Luke  13:1-9  where  the  judgment  probably  refers  to  the  overthrow  of
Jerusalem in 70 AD. See also 1 Peter 4:18.) In the King James Version of
the Bible, 1 Timothy 1:15 is translated as follows: This is a faithful saying,
and worthy of  all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners; of  whom I am chief. Some translations call Paul, the writer of  this
passage, and an important leader in the early church “the worst of  sinners.”
Let me suggest something: Even though Paul uses the present tense, he
clearly was talking about something that happened in the past, before he
came to know Jesus. He didn’t go around killing Christians after he became
a Christian. (See 1 Timothy 1:13. The context is clearly talking about Paul’s
past.) Let me suggest an alternate translation to this passage: Here’s a truth
everyone should accept: Jesus the Messiah came into our world to save
sinners. That’s what I was—public enemy number one. But God had mercy
on me. Now I’m an example of  the patience of  Jesus, so that others who
have lost their way can find eternal life through faith in Jesus. 1 Timothy
1:15-16. In James 4:8, James says, “Wash your hands, you sinners.” Is he
talking  to  followers  of  Jesus  in  that  passage?  Probably  not.  Instead  he
appears to be talking to unbelievers or a group within unbelievers. See, for
example, James 5:20 where it talks about turning a sinner from the error of
his  ways.  Jesus  calls  his  listeners  evil  in  Matthew  7:11.  However,  by
comparing Matthew 5:1-2 with Matthew 7:28, it looks like He was teaching
a  combination  of  His  followers  and  the  “crowds.”  He  makes  a  clear
distinction between good and bad people in Matthew 7:15-20. A similar
passage  occurs  in  Luke  11:13.  Even  though  it  appears  that  He  was
instructing  His  followers,  two verses  later  people  are  accusing  Him of
removing  demons  by  the  power  of  the  devil.  I  offer  three  possible
explanations. (1) He was speaking to the crowd which included a mixture
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our temporary identity before we invited Jesus into our lives. 

As I write this, I’m 56 years old. Several decades ago, I was a teenager.
I’m not a teen today. You can call me one if  you want, but it won’t stick
because it’s not true. That’s not who I am.

Is it a shame to be a teenager? No, it’s just something we all experience. 

Was I a sinner at one point? Of  course! Yes. That was my identity until
Jesus came into my life. Then He made everything new. I’m not a sinner
any more. Yes, sometimes I do sin. But that’s an anomaly. That isn’t who
I am. Sin doesn’t characterize my life, because I am God’s kid, and His
spiritual DNA is in me. 

Look at  it  this  way. Sinner inside Dwight got into a fight with God.
Guess who won?

And God continues to win, day after day, week after week because that’s
what God does. He wins. 

That doesn’t mean that I’m sinless. I’m not. It doesn’t mean that I’m
perfect. I’m not. I’m a work in progress just like you are, but God is
doing that work, and God is a whole lot stronger than anything inside
me that wants to drag me back into sin.

And I would like to suggest that the same is true with you. When you
take the hand of  Jesus, everything changes.

As  believers,  “sinner” is  NOT our  identity.  To call  ourselves  sinners
cheapens the work of  God in our lives. The gospel is not mostly about
our failures; instead, it’s mostly about God’s success. God has made us
what we are.

Why does this matter? Why is this important? Because we act from our
identity. What we are, we will do.

of  sinners and followers. (2) He was comparing His own sinless perfection
to the imperfection of  His disciples, but not seeking to make a statement
about their identity. (3) The transformation of  God’s followers into God’s
children was something that took place after Jesus rose from the dead. In
any  case,  it’s  always  best  to  interpret  a  confusing  passage  with  a  clear
passage, and 1 John 3:1 makes it clear if  we follow Jesus, we are God’s
children; that is our identity. The bulk of  the Bible makes our identity clear:
We are the children of  God if  we have Jesus in our lives.
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Your Beauty

A word for my sisters

I’m not a woman, so I don’t  know what it  is to stand in front of  a
mirror and compare myself  to Photoshopped models from slick glossy
magazines. I don’t know what’s it’s like to step on the scale and see a
number that makes me cry. I’ve never wrestled my way into a two-piece
swimming suit. I look in the mirror and see wrinkles and flab and gray
hairs, and it doesn’t even occur to me that those things should bother
me. 

Like I say, I’m not a woman.

But I do know this: I wish there was a “God mirror” that you could
look  into.  I  wish  there  was  a  mirror  that  would  reveal  to  you  how
beautiful you really are. I wish there was a way that you could see what
God sees when He looks at you.

In the Bible, God speaks of  your beauty in a number of  places. Here’s
one of  them:

After all, what makes a godly woman so attractive? How is it that her
beauty shines through even when she’s wearing an old sweatshirt or her
hair is a “mess”? Let me tell  you her secret.  Her beauty comes from
deep within.  Deep inside she is at  peace—so much so that even the
most fragile person is safe with her. Do you think you are the only one
who notices how lovely she is? No! God Himself  sees her beauty and
puts great value on it. 1 PETER 3:3-4

I say that I  wish there was a God mirror for you, so you could see the
beauty God placed deep inside the core of  who you are, the beauty that
shines through you, spirit, soul and body.

Actually  there is  a God mirror.  That mirror is  found in the intimate
conversations that Jesus loves to have with you. When you pour out to
Him all the broken pieces of  your life, and look up in wonder at who He
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is, the mirror will come to you. It may show up in a whisper from His
Spirit to your own. It may come in a vision. It may come in the gradual
realization of  who you are as a royal daughter of  God.

I want that for you, because I want you to know who you really are.79

79 If  you haven’t already read  Captivating by John & Stasi Eldredge, let me
encourage you to do so. It’s a great book on this important subject. 
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God’s Purpose in Your Suffering80

The Biblical book of  Job81 addresses the critically important question:
Why do bad things happen to good people? The book of  Job is one of
the most beautiful yet challenging books in the Bible. Even experienced
Christians struggle to comprehend its language and meaning. Instead of
presenting an essay on suffering, the book tells the story of  a good man
who lost everything including his health. It honestly records his struggle
to believe in the goodness of  God when everything he had and hoped
for  seemed  to  be  lost  forever.  The  book  itself  is  written  in  poetic
language  that  is  rich  in  imagery,  but  sometimes  challenging  for  our
Western minds to follow. In this portion of  The Easy Bible® we’ve picked
out  selected portions  of  the  dialogue between Job,  his  three  friends,
another observer and God Himself  in order to weave together the main
ideas and help you better understand God’s purpose in your suffering.

A Good Man Suffers

Job lived in a place called Uz.82 You couldn’t find any fault with this guy;
he obeyed God and stayed completely out of  trouble. You couldn’t ask
for a  better  person.  He had seven sons,  three daughters and a huge
ranch—7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 teams of  oxen, 500 donkeys and
plenty  of  workers  to  manage  his  wealth.  His  reputation  was  known
throughout the region. His sons used to throw parties for their brothers
and  sisters.  When  their  parties  were  over,  Job  got  up  early  in  the
morning to offer an animal sacrifice to God on behalf  of  each of  his
children, just in case any of  them had secretly turned away from God. 

80 Adapted from Days 87–92 of  The Easy Bible® Volume Three
81 The name is usually pronounced like Joe with a “b” at the end. It rhymes

with lobe, not with hob. Job is believed to have lived about the same time
as Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, though placing an exact date on his life is
difficult.

82 The exact location of  Uz is uncertain. It may be in what is now Jordan or
Saudi Arabia.
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One day, when the angels were reporting to God, Satan the Accuser83

also showed up. 

God said to Satan, “Where have you been?” 

Satan answered, “Touring the earth.” 

God said to Satan, “Have you seen my follower Job? He tops the list for
people of  integrity.” 

Satan answered, “No wonder! You bribe him, protect him, pamper him.
Take away the special treatment, and he will curse You to Your face.”84 

God said, “Okay. Do what you want with everything he has. Just don’t
touch his body.” 

Then Satan left.

One day, when Job’s kids were throwing a party at the oldest brother’s
house, a messenger came to Job and said, “Your oxen and donkeys were
stolen by Sabean raiders. They killed all the workers. I’m the only one
left.” While he was still speaking, another came with this message, “Fire
fell from the sky and burned up the sheep and the shepherds. I’m the
only  one  to  escape.”  As  he  spoke,  a  third  messenger  showed  up,
“Chaldean raiders just took off  with all your camels. They killed all your
workers except me.” As he spoke a fourth messenger showed up and
said,  “Your sons and daughters were having a party when a tornado
struck. The house caved in and all your kids are dead. I’m the only one

83 The word “Satan” means “accuser.” Throughout history, Satan has accused
God’s people in an attempt to discredit both them and God Himself. The
Bible explains that Jesus acts as our “defense attorney” (1 John 2:1, see also
Zechariah 3),  deflecting those accusations because Jesus’ sacrifice covers
our wrongdoings (1 John 2:2) and we are righteous in Him (2 Corinthians
5:21).

84 It’s hard to imagine a deeper insult. Satan is comparing God’s relationship
with Job to a client’s relationship with a prostitute. Satan is saying to God,
“You think You have all this devotion. But You don’t have anything more
than hired obedience. Take away his pay, and he will hate You just like I
do.” In this verse, we get a glimpse into the hopes and dreams of  God.
God risked everything on the hope that you and I will love Him—not for
the goodies we get—but just because we delight in bringing joy to God.
God loves to pour out good gifts on His children. He loves to load us up
with  more  good than we can contain.  Yet,  sometimes,  more  important
things are at stake. Sometimes everything else is stripped away so that all
that remains is the essence of  our relationship with God. The treasure of
God is the love and worship He receives from you and me.
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to get away alive.”

Job stood up, tore his clothes and shaved his head to show his profound
grief. Then he worshiped God and said, “I had nothing the day I was
born; I’ll have nothing the day I die. God gave. God took away. God is
good and always will  be.” Throughout this ordeal, Job did not sin by
saying God did wrong.

On  another  day,  the  angels  were  reporting  to  God  and  Satan  the
Accuser showed up again. God said to him, “Your test isn’t going so
well. You thought Job would crumble the moment he was ruined for no
reason.85 But there he is, just as righteous as ever.” 

Satan answered, “You can’t call it a fair test. Take away his health and
Job will happily curse You to Your face.” 

God said, “Okay. Do what you want, but you cannot take his life.” 

Satan left God’s presence and covered Job’s body with painful sores. Job
sat in a trash heap and took a piece of  broken pottery to scrape his
sores. 

His wife said,  “What good is your righteousness? Call  it  quits.  Curse
God and die.” 

But Job said, “You are talking like a fool would talk. We must accept
what God gives—whether it’s pleasant or not.” Again, Job did not sin by
badmouthing God.

When Job’s three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar86 heard about his
troubles, they traveled to his place to comfort him. When they saw him,
he was almost unrecognizable.  They were overcome with grief.  They
wept, tore their clothes and covered their heads with dust to show their
profound sorrow. Then they sat silent on the ground for seven days,
speechless in the face of  Job’s great pain. JOB 1-2

85 Amazingly,  even today some people  attempt to pin the blame for  Job’s
sufferings on something Job did or didn’t do. But the Bible makes it very
clear that Job did nothing to deserve the trouble he experienced. On the
contrary,  it  was because  Job was such a good guy that he came to the
attention of  both God and Satan. But hang with the story; it ends well.

86 These  friends  were  probably  from  neighboring  lands.  They  may  have
traveled some distance to visit with Job.
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Trying to Make Sense of  Pain

Then Job spoke up and said, “I wish I had never been born. If  only
there were some way to erase my life completely. … What’s the point?
Why did I have to be born into this life of  trouble? I wish I would have
died at birth. At least then I would now have peace. … Why is life given
to someone like me who longs for death? Believe me, death would be a
precious gift right now. Suffering is my food. Crying is my breath. I’m
living the worst of  my nightmares. What I dreaded is here. I have no
rest, no break from pain—nothing but turmoil.”

Eliphaz replied, “Do you mind if  I say something? I really must speak.
In the past, you were the one to offer advice to those in trouble. Now
it’s your turn to receive advice. … Your integrity and your obedience to
God should give you reason to hope. After all, innocent people aren’t
destroyed.  But  if  you  plant  sin,  you  will  harvest  trouble.  … In  the
middle of  the night a spirit  spoke to me—I was scared witless—but
here’s what it said, ‘How can a human be pure before God. Even angels
can’t meet His standards.’ … No wonder trouble afflicts every member
of  the human race. But, hey, have you thought of  praying?87 God can fix
things you know. … Let God correct you, and you will be happy. Don’t
fight with Him when He’s teaching you a lesson. He might bring pain,
yes, but you’re not going to get healing from anyone but Him. He will
rescue you and protect you. … We’ve studied this, and know it to be
true. So listen and apply it to your life.” JOB 3-5 (selections)

No Roadblocks

After all, innocent people aren’t destroyed. JOB 4:7

Job’s  friend  Eliphaz  is  trying  to  make  his  case.  Here’s  his
argument:  Innocent  people  don’t  suffer.  Since  you,  Job,  are
suffering, you must not be innocent. Since you are guilty, you

87 Of  course  Job  thought  of  praying.  This  would  be  like  saying  to  a
professional  basketball  player,  “Have  you  thought  of  aiming  for  the
basket?” While Job’s three friends may have come to comfort him, they
ended up insulting him (and God) with their patronizing arrogance. Job’s
friends, by their mistakes, send a powerful and relevant message to all of  us
on how to view those  who are  poor,  sick  or  otherwise  suffering.  Job’s
friends pretended to understand why he was suffering, but, by the end of
the book, it became clear that they were clueless.
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are being punished for your sin. Deal with your sin, and you will
be forgiven. Once you are forgiven, the suffering will stop.

Eliphaz,  like  many other people,  is  not  in  touch with reality.
Innocent people do perish,  they do suffer,  they are molested
and abused, they are broken and harmed. If  our faith is going
to mean anything, we must come to grips with the hard realities
of  life. Vulnerable and fragile little children are stripped of  their
innocence; they are crushed; they are corrupted.

Why does God allow this to happen? I honestly don’t know. I
often ask Him about it,  and He has  spoken some reassuring
words to me; but I still don’t know the reasons. But I do know
God’s heart. Jesus said, “Let the children come to Me; don’t put
any  roadblocks  in  their  way.  Children  are  deeply  valued  by
God.” MARK 10:1488

That is my weapon. Even for the 55 year old survivor of  sexual
abuse, there is still a broken, hurting child inside that Jesus is
calling to Himself. I believe in God. I believe His wisdom and
strength and kindness can right any wrong. When Jesus says “no
roadblocks,” He means “no roadblocks.” So I hang on to that
word, believing that Christ has the power to back up His word.

“I’m hurting!”

Job replied,  “How could I  express to you the anguish I  feel?  If  you
could put my misery on a scale, it would weigh more than the sand of
the sea. Does it come as any surprise, then, that I sound upset when I
talk? God has made me His target; His poisoned arrows have pierced
my body and soul.89 … 

“I just ask God for one thing: Put an end to my life. Then I would have
this one consolation in my unending pain: I never contradicted God’s
words or rebelled against my Maker. … 

“But even if  I did give up on God, can’t you guys see that I’m in pain?
Couldn’t you be kind to me? I look to you for comfort, but I can’t even
count on you for that. … You’ve proven to be of  no help to me at all.

88 Day 34 in The Easy Bible® 
89 Job assumed that God Himself  caused all his suffering. Is there anything

wrong with that assumption?
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… Sure, honest words can hurt. But your arguments have nothing to do
with reality. You intend to correct me, but all you’re doing is kicking me
when I’m down. … Look me in the eye. Would I lie to you? Reconsider
your position. I have done nothing wrong. I’m not lying. I know the
difference between right and wrong. … 

“I’m robbed of  sleep. I toss and turn all night waiting for morning. …
God, remember how fragile I am. I’ll never be happy again. … I’m just a
human being, God. Why are You focusing so much attention on me?
Why these constant tests? Couldn’t You just leave me alone, even for a
moment? … Couldn’t You just forgive me for my offenses? In the blink
of  an eye, I’ll be dead. You’ll come looking for me, but I’ll be gone. …”

Bildad  answered,  “You’re  crazy,  Job.  Is  God  unjust?  Does  He  get
confused about what’s right? When your kids sinned against Him, they
got what they deserved. But if  you pray like you should, and if  you’re
really  innocent,  then  God will  listen  and restore  you.  … God won’t
reject a man of  integrity, nor will He help a man who sins.”

Job replied, “Yes, God does vindicate the righteous. But how can a mere
human prove his righteousness to God? … How could I win a court
case against  God? Even if  I  were in  the  right,  He’s  Judge,  Jury and
Executioner. I could only beg Him for mercy. Even if  I could get an
audience with Him, why would He listen to me? He beats me up for no
reason, and won’t let me catch my breath. He has the power to do what
He wants. And He’s the Judge. Even if  I were innocent, my own words
would condemn me. I am innocent, but He says I’m guilty. JOB 6:1-9:20
(selections)

The Confidence of  God

How could I win a court case against God? JOB 9:14

The enemy wanted to make Job like himself. He wanted to get
Job to accuse God of  evil. Satan wanted Job to stand next to
him  and  for  them  both  to  say  to  God,  “I’m  right,  You’re
wrong.”

Here was Job’s struggle. He knew that he wasn’t smart enough,
strong enough or righteous enough to emerge the winner in a
lawsuit against God. But, inside, he felt like God had wronged
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him. And, because he felt wronged, every injustice around him
seemed  to  magnify  the  baffling  inconsistencies  between  the
God he thought he knew and the life he was experiencing.

Job felt abandoned by God and helpless to do anything about it.

We learn that God eventually came along and bailed Job out of
all  his  troubles.  We know that  God is  going to make things
right. But why does God wait? Why does He delay?

I’m not sure, entirely. But I think some of  it has to do with the
confidence of  God. God does allow the enemy to do his very
worst at times, because He is so confident that He will emerge
the Victor. He doesn’t need to rush home with His bat and ball
just because the game isn’t going His way for a few innings. He
gives the enemy plenty of  rope because He knows, at the end,
the enemy will be hanging from it.

“Let me speak to God!”

“I am innocent,  but I’ve stopped caring about myself.  I wish I were
dead. God destroys the good and the bad. Does He even care who’s
innocent?  Governments  fall  into  the  hands  of  corrupt  people  and
justice is a pipe dream. … 

“If  I say to myself,  Ignore the pain and injustice;  be happy,  then my pain
terrorizes me, and I realize God has condemned me. … 

“I’m sick of  living, so I won’t try to disguise what I feel. God, please
don’t condemn me without explaining to me what I did wrong. Why do
You hate me? Why do You make my life miserable when crooks and con
men get a free ride? … You know I’m not guilty, but nobody can rescue
me from Your sentence. You made me—why do You want to destroy
me? … If  I am evil, then I’m finished. If  I’m innocent, I still hang my
head in shame. What other choice do I have?”

Then Zophar said, “Talk all you want—that doesn’t make you right. …
If  God did speak, this is what you would learn: You’re getting off  light.
God is overlooking half  of  your sin. … If  God judges or punishes you,
who can stop Him? He knows what He’s doing. When someone does
wrong, He knows about it, and He will make that person pay the price.
But a fool can’t understand wisdom any more than a donkey can give
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birth to a human. But if  you would stop doing wrong, follow God and
pray, then you wouldn’t have anything to fear. You would no longer be
condemned,  and  your  present  troubles  would  be  a  distant  memory.
Come out of  the shadows into the light of  day.”

Job responded,  “You have all  the  answers,  don’t  you? What  will  the
human race do when you’re no longer around to enlighten us? I hate to
break it to you, but I’m just as smart as you are. You aren’t telling me
anything I haven’t heard before. … 

“I’m a joke to you, aren’t I? … But that’s how it is: When things are
going well, people are quick to blame a suffering person for his trouble
and to assume it’s all his own fault. … 

“I want to speak directly to God, to reason with Him and present my
case. But you slander me with your lies; your ‘cures’ are worthless. I wish
you would stop talking; silence would be your smartest choice. … 

“How would you come out if  God cross examined you? Could you pull
the wool over His eyes? If  you had secretly sinned, He would confront
you. The majesty of  His presence would terrify you. Your ‘wise sayings’
don’t hold water. … 

“But even if  God kills  me, I won’t give up hope.  I’ll  trust Him. I’m
going to present my case to Him. This might be my best hope—an evil
man wouldn’t dare give this a try. … 

“If  anyone can prove me guilty, I’ll be quiet and die. God, I just ask that
You lay off  and stop torturing and terrifying me. Then I’ll talk with You
and You with me. Show me what I’ve done wrong. … Life is short and
death is permanent. … 

“Is  there  life  after  death?90 If  so,  I’m looking forward to something
better.” JOB 9:21-14:22 (selections)

Faith for Hard Times

But even if  God kills me, I won’t give up hope. I’ll trust Him.
JOB 13:15

90 Keep in mind that Job was the first book of  the Bible ever written, and
God’s people were just beginning to understand God’s plan for an afterlife.
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There are many different kinds of  faith. One kind of  faith tells
us that God brought our universe into being by His powerful
word. Another kind of  faith teaches to obey. Another kind of
faith has enabled some to bring sight to the blind. And so on.
(See Hebrews 11.)

In this passage, Job is describing the faith that enables us to see
through the fog of  human suffering. When we suffer, our vision
usually clouds with lies: “God has forgotten me,” “God doesn’t
care,” “God is just using me for some cosmic experiment,” and
so on. But Job says, “No matter how bad it gets—even if  He
takes away my very life—I will entrust myself  into the hands of
God.”

Faith is our shield against every flaming arrow of  the evil one.
The enemy hopes to get mileage out of  our misery, but the gift
of  faith  denies  him  his  hopes,  and  preserves  what  is  truly
indestructible in the children of  God.

Comfort Gone Awry91

Eliphaz said, “If  you were really wise, you wouldn’t answer with such
foolish empty talk. By throwing away the fear of  God,92 you undermine
devotion to Him. Sin controls your mouth; you’re talking like a con man.
Your own words testify against you and declare you guilty. … Why do
you oppose God? Don’t you know that no one can be pure in His sight?
… Pain is  the reward for those who do evil.  … That’s because they
shake their fist at God.”

Job answered, “Reruns! I’ve heard all  this before. You guys are lousy
comforters. Why do you keep on like a broken record? If  you were in
my place,  I  could  insult  you  too,  and  play  ‘holier  than  thou.’  But  I

91 What can we learn about comforting others in pain from the interaction
between Job and his friends?

92 Fear of  God is Biblical shorthand for honoring and obeying God. God
does not enjoy frightening us, nor is the fear of  God meant to demean or
paralyze those who love Him. Instead, it is meant to motivate us to live
good lives.  A similar concept would be the fear of  traffic.  We don’t lie
awake at night (I hope) in a cold sweat because cars are driving down the
road. But we do have enough sense not to step out in front of  a cement
truck doing 70 mph.
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wouldn’t. Instead I would encourage and comfort you. 

“I don’t know what to do. If  I talk, I hurt. If  I don’t talk, I still hurt.
God, You’ve worn me out. … Earth, don’t cover my blood or conceal
the wrong that was done to me! Let future generations hear my cry. But
I know that my case will not be forgotten in heaven. There is One in
heaven who will advocate for me. 

“My friends fight with me, but my cry is directed past them to God
Himself. … God, You’re my only way out. … But God has made me a
laughingstock;  people  show their  contempt for me by spitting in  my
face. … 

“Okay, guys. Here I am. Hit me again with your insults. So far, I haven’t
found anything useful in what you’ve said.”

Bildad responded, “How long will you keep on talking? Be reasonable so
we can talk. Why do you treat us like dumb animals? You call us stupid,
but just because you tear yourself  apart in your anger doesn’t mean that
the earth will  be shaken by your arguments. The reality remains: Evil
people lose out—they’re the ones who are destroyed. … Calamity and
disaster can always be traced back to sin.”

Job said, “Why do you feel the need to torment me with your words?
Don’t you feel any shame for insulting me? Even if  you were right—
even if  I had sinned, how is that your business? You’re high and mighty
because I’m in trouble and you’re not. 

“But God has hurt me; I’m under His thumb. I call, ‘Help!’ but it doesn’t
do any good. I can’t get any justice. … 

“My relatives ignore me and my friends avoid me. … I beg my workers
to help me, but they don’t respond. My very breath offends my wife.
Even little children mock me. My best friends hate me. I’m reduced to
skin and bones. … Have compassion on me, my friends. God has struck
me and I’m helpless. … 

“But I know this: God lives. He will give me back my life. Even if  I die,
He will stand on the earth and I myself  will be there to see God with my
own two eyes.”

Zophar spoke up. “I don’t like what you’re saying about me. I do have
something of  value to say. This is the way things have always worked:
No matter  how great  and proud the  wicked  become,  their  power  is
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short-lived and their doom is inevitable. … They will vomit up all their
wealth. … What they gain, they will forfeit. They will never enjoy their
ill-gotten gains. … God will trouble them. They will die a violent death.
And they will face terror in the end.”

Job replied, “Provide me with this one consolation: Listen while I speak.
Afterward, you can go back to your insults. … 

“Face reality. Evil people get rich, grow old, live in safety free from fear.
They don’t experience punishment from God. … They live in prosperity
and die in peace, even though they stiff  arm God. But God holds our
lives and our wealth in His hands, so I reject the mindset of  evil men.
Yet, at the same time, how often—realistically speaking—do they pay
for their sins? … But God is higher than we are, so He needs to run
things the way He chooses to run them. … 

“I don’t know how you expect to comfort me with your cliché religion.
The picture you paint has nothing to do with reality.”

Eliphaz  said,  “Does  God  need  anything  from  us?  Would  He  gain
anything if  you were perfect? Does He punish you because you were
good? Fat chance! You must be a horrible sinner. Even though you were
wealthy,  you  have  oppressed93 the  poor,  the  hungry,  the  widow,  the
orphan and the struggling. That’s why you are engulfed in trouble. That’s
why you’ve lost your way. … Stop sinning and obey God. Stop fighting
Him and instead listen to Him. If  you return to God, He will restore
you and your prosperity will return. … You will pray to Him and He will
answer you.” 

Job answered, “I couldn’t cry loud enough to express the pain I feel
inside. I wish I knew where to find God. If  I did, I would pay Him a
visit and state my case. I would listen to His reply. Would He bully me
with  His  great  power?  No.  Good people  can  reason with  Him.  But
where can I find Him? North, south, east, west—I don’t know where to
look. 

“But He knows how to find me, and He knows what I’ve done. When
He finishes testing me, I will  be vindicated like gold from a furnace.

93 The facts didn’t line up with Eliphaz’s version of  reality, so he chose to
invent  facts  because  he  imagined  so  strongly  that  they  must  be  true.
Politicians,  journalists,  writers,  speakers and the rest  of  us do this more
often than we might care to admit.
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Time will show that I never rebelled against Him. … 

“Why doesn’t God schedule a day in court for the righteous and the
wicked? Evil  and oppression are rampant.  Hurting people cry out to
God. Why doesn’t He answer and judge the wicked?”

Bildad replied, “God is way higher than you are. In comparison to Him,
no mortal is righteous.”94 JOB 15-25 selections

Righteous Before God

In comparison to Him, no mortal is righteous. JOB 25:4

Job’s three friends are searching for Job’s sin but cannot find it.
This is their last attempt. Bildad says in essence: “You cannot be
righteous because no one can be righteous.” Job must be dirty.
Yet  when  God  described  Job  to  Satan,  He  called  Job
“blameless” and “upright.”

Many Christians seem to take up Bildad’s search for sin in every
believer. You must be dirty. And if  I turn you upside down and
shake you long enough, sin will fall out of  your pockets.

But how does God describe us? 

• “Becoming the righteousness of  God” (2 Corinthians
5:21), 

• “without condemnation” and “set free from the law of
sin and death” (Romans 8:1-2), 

• “God’s DNA remains in us; we cannot go on sinning”
(1 John 3:9), 

• “raised from the dead with Christ and seated with Him
in heaven” (Ephesians 2:6).

Sometimes, in the name of  “humility,” God’s work gets insulted.
God is stronger and wiser and better than we are. He has taken

94 Throughout the book of  Job, Job and his friends say things that seem right,
are almost right, or are right most of  the time. But they frequently draw the
wrong conclusions from these truths. This is one of  the things that makes
this book so challenging for so many readers. Of  course God is higher than
we are. Of  course we don’t win a righteousness contest against him. But
that didn’t mean that Job was being punished for doing wrong.
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us on as His children. His work in us is powerful (Philippians
1:6, 2:13). He is older and smarter than all those who want to
destroy us. 

How  can  a  human  be  righteous  before  God?  By  God’s
magnificent  intervention  even  “the  least  of  these”  shall  be
called brothers and sisters of  Christ.

Job’s Defense

Job said, “Wow! How you have helped the helpless! … 

“God has denied me justice. But, as long as I live, I will never deny Him.
I  won’t  sin  with what  I  say,  and I  will  never  admit  you are  right  in
declaring me guilty. … 

“The wicked may prosper, but, in the end, they will lose it all. … 

“But where can something as elusive as wisdom be found? … Only God
knows how to find wisdom. … What is wisdom? God teaches us that to
fear Him is wisdom, and to avoid evil is understanding. … 

“How I wish I could go back to the days when God protected and cared
for me, when I enjoyed intimate friendship with Him. My children were
with me. My farm produced wealth. I was respected by the city’s leaders.
When  I  spoke,  everyone  listened.  I  commanded  respect  because  I
rescued the poor and oppressed. I helped orphans, widows and those
with terminal illness. I was eyes for the blind and feet for the lame. I
prosecuted those who preyed on the helpless, and broke their power
over the weak. … People longed to hear my wisdom, and my approval
was precious to them. … 

“But now I am mocked by the lowest of  the low. … They don’t hesitate
to spit in my face. … 

“God, in tears I pray to You, but You don’t answer. Instead, You use
Your power to hurt me. … How is this right?95 Haven’t I wept for those
in trouble? I looked for good but got trouble instead. I wanted light, but
got darkness. I’m torn up inside, lost in a sea of  suffering. … 

“I made a solemn promise not to look at a young woman with lust in my

95 Job did not deserve to suffer. God is just. How do you reconcile those two
realities?
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eyes. I realize that  God sees all,  and He punishes evil.  But He must
know that I am innocent. By any honest measure, He will find me not
guilty. 

“If  I have sinned in my heart, then may God’s punishment fall on me. If
I’ve denied justice to others, how could I expect justice from God? If  I
have oppressed anyone, then I would deserve trouble. If  I loved wealth
over God, or if  I worshiped other gods, if  I’ve gloated over my enemy’s
misfortune,  if  I’ve done anything wrong,  then I do not refuse to be
punished. … 

“That’s my defense. Here’s my signature. May God Himself  answer me
and clarify the charges against me.” JOB 26-31 (selections)

Elihu Offers a New Perspective

Job insisted that he was innocent, so his three friends had nothing more
to say. 

But another friend, Elihu, spoke up96 because he was angry at Job for
making himself  look more righteous than God. Elihu was also angry at
Job’s three friends because they accused Job without proof. Since these
friends were older, Elihu let them speak first out of  respect for their age.

He said, “I’m young. You’re old. I listened. You haven’t answered Job. I
will, and I won’t be using your arguments. … 

“Job, you don’t need to be afraid of  me; I’m human just like you. … 

“Why do you say that God doesn’t answer? Of  course He does. But
we’re not always listening. … 

“If  you have an answer to my arguments, Job, speak up because I would

96 Elihu spoke up because he was angry at Job for making himself  look more
righteous than God. Elihu shows up with a paradigm shift—a whole new
viewpoint. He correctly realizes that this trial isn’t about Job’s righteousness
at all; rather, it is about God’s righteousness. When we suffer and when we
see others suffer, we draw conclusions about life. If  we stay the course and
hold on to the truth about who God really is, then our conclusions will be
reliable.  By  turning Job’s  suffering into an argument about whether Job
deserved these troubles, Job and his friends had missed the point. None of
us likes  to  suffer.  I  certainly  don’t.  Yet,  with God,  suffering  can be  an
opportunity to take the truth about God and move it from the top of  our
heads down deep into the core of  who we are.
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be happy to see you proved not guilty. … 

“You say, ‘I’m innocent but God denies me justice.’ … You say, ‘Why try
to please God? You don’t get anything out of  it.’ Listen to me, all of
you. God doesn’t do wrong. He pays people back in accordance with
their behavior. God will never corrupt justice. … Could God govern if
He hated justice? Will you condemn the righteous God? … God doesn’t
need  to  listen  to  attorneys  argue  their  cases  to  know  the  facts.  He
already  knows,  and He judges  correctly  and decisively.  Evil  men are
overthrown. We wake up and find justice done. … But if  He chooses to
remain silent, who are we to condemn Him? … Should God listen to
your advice on how to run the universe? Are you the one to teach Him
justice? … How can you say that you are more righteous than God? 

And why would you ask, ‘What do I get out of  being good?’ … Be
careful that you don’t fall into the trap of  turning to evil in order to
avoid trouble. … 

“God reveals Himself  in the thunderstorm. … The storm gives us some
hint of  His majesty. … Look! God is coming from the north on the
path of  the storm, filled with splendor and majesty. He is righteous and
just. We do well to fear Him, and the wise will revere Him.” JOB 32-37
(selections)

A Gentle Whisper

Why do you say that God doesn’t answer? Of  course He does.
But we’re not always listening. JOB 33:13-14

Why doesn’t God speak in bold type? Why do we need to look
in the fine print of  our lives to find Him? 

I am reminded of  my grandmother. She was less than five feet
tall. When guests arrived, she had enormous talent for moving
them to center stage and disappearing almost entirely herself.
She was there only to serve, to place a tray of  food before them,
to speak a quiet word of  kindness and then to fade back into
the background.

If  you  didn’t  know  her,  you  would  miss  her.  Others  would
dominate  and  she  would  be  misplaced  in  the  noise  of  their
presence. But to know her was to be drawn to her, to overlook
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all the glitter of  the party and to find one plain woman who
knew the law of  kindness.

I guess I had a special relationship with my grandma. Even at
the end of  her life (she lived to be 102), after two strokes had
robbed her almost of  life itself, she still talked to me, even when
she had stopped talking to nearly everyone else.

I sense it is this way with God. He chooses to be unobtrusive,
almost always in the background. We can be swept away by the
noise of  life, and He watches quietly, waiting to see if  we will
listen to His gentle whisper.

The One Who Understands

God will never corrupt justice. Job 34:12

One  of  the  biggest  challenges  to  our  faith  is  trying  to
understand how God can be in charge, how He can let terribly
wrong things happen and still  be good. I have known people
who have survived false  imprisonment,  torture,  sexual  abuse,
rejection, devastating losses of  every kind. 

When my children were little, I held on tightly to them every
time we walked through a parking lot. They weren’t big enough
to be seen by drivers or old enough to spot danger about to
happen. I could have tried to explain the parking lot to them a
thousand times,  but  they  still  weren’t  old  enough  to  wander
through one on their own. So, when they strained to pull away
from me, I only held on tighter.

As we walk through the injustices of  life, God wants to hold on
tight  to  us.  He  knows  that  we  just  aren’t  big  enough  to
completely understand. When we try to pull away and point an
accusing finger at God, Jesus holds out His hand, scarred with
injustice, and longs to take your hand and mine.

Someday we will understand. But for now, we walk next to the
One who understands.
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God Shows Up

Then God answered Job from the vortex of  the tornado.97 “Why are
you pretending to understand things that you don’t comprehend? Stand
up like a man. I will ask you questions, and you will answer Me. Where
were  you when I  laid  the  foundations of  the  earth?  Since  you’re  so
smart, tell Me, who decided how big it should be and why? Who gave
the oceans their boundaries? Have you ever commanded the sun to rise?
Have you ever shaken the earth like a rug to shake out the wicked? Are
you old enough to know how light is formed? Do you know how to
send hail and rain, frost and dew upon the earth? Can you arrange the
stars in the sky, and bring out each constellation in its season? Can you
find prey for the lion? Do you feed the raven and its young? Who set the
wild animals free? Can you tame them and get them to obey your every
order? Have you considered the ostrich? She lays her eggs in the sand
and forgets to protect them. She doesn’t take proper care of  her young,
for God did not give her wisdom. But, when she gets ready to run, she
laughs at horse and rider. Have you considered the battle horse, afraid
of  nothing? Have you given flight to the hawk and the eagle?”

Then God said to Job, “Do you still want to correct Me? You’ve accused
Me, but can you answer My questions?”

Job replied, “I have no answers. I’ve said too much. I will be silent.”

Then God spoke again from the storm. “Stand up like a man. I will
question you. You will answer Me. Will you accuse Me of  injustice? Will
you condemn Me so that you can look good? 

“Are you as strong as I am? Do your words have the power to change
the  world?  Gather  up  your  strength.  Release  your  anger.  Crush  the
arrogant and destroy the wicked. Go ahead. I’ll watch. If  you can do it,
then  I  Myself  will  admit  to  you  that  you  have  the  strength  to  save
yourself. 

“Consider the behemoth,98 a creature I made just as I made you. He eats
grass like a cow, but consider his strength. Flood waters don’t faze him.
Bones like steel, a tail like a cedar—he’s one of  the strongest creatures

97 The storm that Elihu referenced at the end of  his comments. Recall that
Job’s sons and daughters were killed by a tornado.

98 Behemoth … Leviathan: The identity of  these animals is uncertain. Some
have thought the behemoth to be a hippopotamus and the leviathan to be a
crocodile, though it is more likely they were creatures now extinct.
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I’ve made. Yet his life is in my hands. Now you go and try to make him
one of  your pets and see how far you get!

“Or try capturing a leviathan. You mess with him and you’ll remember
the fight and never try it again. Anyone who thinks they can tame him is
delusional.  He laughs at your spears and swords—they would bounce
off  his tough hide. Iron is like straw to him. One look at him would
send you running for cover. He is a creature without equal, the king of
all who are proud. Who then can stand against Me? Who has loaned Me
anything that I must repay? Everything under heaven belongs to Me.”

Job answered God, “I know You can do anything;  nothing can stop
You. You asked why I spoke about things I didn’t understand. You were
right.  Your  work  is  higher  than  my  understanding.  I  was  wrong  to
question You. I had heard of  You, but now I see You. I realize that I
spoke out of  turn, and I am so sorry. Please forgive me.” 

After God spoke to Job, He spoke to Eliphaz. “I am angry with you and
your two friends. You three have cheapened My reputation with your
arm-chair  theology.  You  tried  to  stuff  Me  into  a  box  of  your  own
understanding, and you failed to regard Me with honest reverence like
my servant Job has. Now go to My servant Job with seven bulls and
seven rams. Offer them as a burnt sacrifice. Job will pray for you,99 and I
will listen to him, and I won’t deal with you the way you deserve to be
dealt with.” 

Eliphaz,  Bildad  and  Zophar  did  what  God  commanded,  and  God
listened to Job’s prayer.

After  Job  prayed  for  his  friends,  God  restored  and  doubled  Job’s
fortunes.  His brothers,  sisters and friends visited him and comforted

99 God was angry with Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar—and Job had a right to
be angry with them as well. They didn’t speak the truth about God and
they didn’t speak the truth about Job. But God arranges a single solution to
tie up all these loose ends. By having Job pray for his friends as they make
sacrifices  to  God,  Job’s  anger  is  transformed  to  intercession,  their
arrogance is transformed to humility, and their sins are forgiven. Everyone
is  reconciled,  and Satan loses  all  the ground he  thought  he would gain
through Job’s suffering. Satan is conspicuously absent in this last chapter. It
seems as though he went off  to a corner to lick his wounds. His enterprise
is over. His experiment failed. He lost; God won. Was it hard for Job to
pray for his friends? I don’t know. It may have started out hard. Sometimes
the path to freedom is like that. But, when he finished, all four of  them
were changed men.
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him for all the trouble God brought into his life.100 They each gave him
some money. God increased Job’s prosperity until he had 14,000 sheep,
6,000 camels, 1,000 teams of  oxen and 1,000 donkeys. God gave Job
seven more sons and three more daughters. His daughters were the most
beautiful women in the country. Job gave them an inheritance along with
their brothers. 

Job lived another 140 years, seeing his children and their children to the
fourth generation. Then he died, having lived a rich, full life.101 JOB 38-42
(selections)

Divine Unpredictability

“Or try capturing a leviathan.  You mess with him and you’ll
remember the fight and never try it again.” JOB 41:1,8

I love the book of  Job because it is raw and honest. I especially
love chapters 38-41 where God speaks, because He speaks here
with a candor that you find nowhere else in the Bible. God has
an opportunity to address the cries and the whys of  a suffering
man, and He does so in a way I would never predict—never in a
thousand years. 

God is the God of  all comfort, but He doesn’t seem to make
any  attempt  here  to  comfort  Job.  God  is  the  God  of  all
wisdom, but He doesn’t answer any of  Job’s questions. Instead,

100 Finally Job’s friends and family show up. Here’s my question: Where were
they before? Why did they take so long to arrive on the scene? And here’s
the answer: God didn’t want them there any earlier. If  they had arrived any
earlier, they would have muddied the waters, and messed up God’s plan.
God is not asleep, even if  everyone else is. Your needs have not escaped
His attention. Your suffering has not been forgotten. Comfort and relief
are coming. They will arrive exactly on time. 

101 A few lessons from the book of  Job: (1) God doesn’t mind bragging about
His kids. (Job 1:8, 2:3) (2) Satan suggested his assignment and the Lord
approved it (chapters 1&2). I wonder how many He turns down. (3) When
we affirm the goodness of  God in the midst of  our trials, the Accuser is
robbed of  his  opportunity  to  slander  God and God’s  people.  (4)  Job’s
troubles were, in a way, a badge of  honor. No one else was like him; he
alone was trusted with upholding God’s name in the midst of  pain he did
not  understand.  (5)  Job  did  not  need  to  perform  perfectly  for  Satan’s
assignment to be removed. (6) There was a bonus for Job when it was all
over. God does not forget His people.
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God talks about the wild things. If  you read the full version in a
regular  Bible,  He talks  about  mountain goats  and wild  oxen,
about eagles drinking blood and horses frenzied in battle. He
speaks in admiring terms about the leviathan and the behemoth,
creatures of  immense strength and fierceness. These creatures
were untamed, and God delights in them.

What masculine chapters these are! You will find no little lambs
with pink ribbons here. And the Lord speaks to Job, not in a
gentle whisper (as He spoke to Elijah in 1 Kings 19:12), but out
of  a howling tornado.

Why is God so in love with the wild things? Why did He create
an entire gender that resists domestication? 

I get a picture of  freedom. I get a picture of  celebration. I get a
picture of  victory. I get a picture of  Divine unpredictability. I
get a picture of  overwhelming confidence and strength.

God is no wimp. He and His army of  mighty men risk much,
sacrifice much, achieve greatness and go from victory to victory.
Towering above them all is God, filled with joy, freedom and
adventure.

No, God didn’t answer Job’s questions. But He lifted Job up,
took his eyes off  his painful sores and put them on the stars, on
hope, on freedom, on victory. 

I will have to speak as a man here, because I don’t know how all
my female readers will take this—but to me what God gave Job
was priceless. It’s what I’ve always longed for and, in some small
measure, have received. And for that, I am thankful.
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Learning to Forgive Others102

Forgiving others is one of  the most fundamental,  yet misunderstood,
dynamics of  following Christ. In response to the offenses against us—
both real and imagined—we can create a well of  bitterness inside. The
result  is  terribly  destructive;  we  intend  to  nourish,  but  we  pollute
instead. Forgiveness empowers us to live and love from a position of
abundance. Bitterness robs us of  that abundance and forces us to ration
out  love  to  others  from  a  position  of  scarcity.  Forgiveness  is
foundational. Furthermore, we have an obligation to forgive those who
wrong us, an obligation that God takes very seriously.

Forgiveness  is  often characterized as  a  difficult  choice  achieved by a
heroic struggle of  the will. I would like to suggest to you that this is
misleading. 

Forgiving others is not difficult; it is impossible.

An example: Some years ago, a friend and I were helping a woman who
had been horribly abused to forgive the perpetrator of  that abuse. She
sat across from us, closed her eyes and concentrated on her words. “I
choose to forgive,” she said. Clearly she was mustering all her willpower
as she forced herself  to forgive an offender for his acts of  abuse.

She  tried  to  force  herself  to  forgive.  This  is  the  way  Christianity  is
commonly practiced. Do what you know is right whether you feel like it
or not. But I believe that God wants to do a better work, a deeper work
in the lives of  His people.  I  believe that Jesus will  show up for His
people when they lay aside their own efforts and rely totally on Him.

I sensed that her anger toward this offender was still solidly in place. So
I asked her to focus on whatever feelings came up when she thought
about this man and his offenses. 

Sure enough. Despite her best efforts to forgive, the anger remained as
strong as ever.

102 Adapted from Day 42 of  The Easy Bible Volume Two
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I said to her, “Look inside your heart, and let me know if  there are any
reasons why you can’t give this anger to Jesus.”

She thought about it and said, “If  I give my anger to Jesus, I feel like I’m
letting the offender off  the hook.”

With her permission, I brought her objection to Jesus, and invited the
Lord  to  deal  with  this  reason she couldn’t  release  her  anger.  “What
about this?” I asked the Lord. “Will giving her anger to You let this guy
off  the hook?”

A moment later, she smiled. The reason was gone. She said. “I’m ready
to give this anger to Jesus.” Soon the anger was gone, and, in it’s place,
she felt soothing peace and joy. After a few more moments of  letting
Jesus share with her how much He cared about her, she was delighted to
forgive  the  offender.  She  walked  away  flooded  with  peace  and  joy,
thanking God for His goodness to her.

What a contrast! On one hand she tried to do what was right and was
left with anger, bitterness and a cheap substitute for the real power of
God. On the other hand, when Jesus was brought into the broken places
in her heart, He made everything new.

Myths about forgiveness 

Forgiveness is not about burying your anger. Yoda’s advice to his Jedi followers
is almost the worst thing you can do with anger. Many people believe
that Christians should bury their  anger,  deny it,  suppress it,  “forget”
about it.  None of  those things work.  The anger remains and festers
inside like a cancer. Eventually it comes back out as illness, depression
or an explosion of  violent emotion.

Forgiveness is not about rationalizing or minimizing the offense . Telling ourselves
that “it wasn’t really that bad” or “he didn’t really mean to…” or “she
was under a lot of  pressure when she…” does not resolve the anger or
result in forgiveness. The offense is what it is.103 

The words “I forgive you” in themselves are not a magic incantation and do not
automatically result in forgiveness. Forgiveness is sometimes thought of
as  an act  of  the  will,  summoning  the  willpower  to  say  those  words

103 In Matthew 18:23+, the king began by taking account. He measured the
debt. He took an honest look at what was really owed.
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aloud.  True  forgiveness  goes  much  deeper  than  that.  When  true
forgiveness takes place, the anger isn’t buried; it’s gone.

Forgiveness  is  not  reconciliation.  If  someone raped my daughter,  I  would
want her to eventually come to the place of  forgiving the offense so she
would no longer need to carry the burden of  bitterness. But asking her
to have a relationship with the rapist would be absurd, unless the rapist
himself  underwent a dramatic and verifiable transformation.

In fact, someone I care about was raped. Although I think forgiveness is
an important part of  the healing process, I did everything in my power
to protect the victim from having any contact with the perpetrator. I
also championed the prosecution of  the man who committed the crime.
Simply because we may choose to forgive does not mean that the legal
system should forgive. No. They have a different responsibility before
God. It isn’t our job to dispense justice, but it is their job to dispense it.
We are not vigilantes; we are citizens.

Blanket forgiveness doesn’t work. We don’t typically forgive Uncle George in
ten minutes when he abused us for ten years. Multiple offenses from a
single person require multiple acts of  forgiveness. We need to visit each
place where anger remains and forgive each specific offense.

Forgiving someone who wrongs you for your own sake is not selfish. Rather it is
obedience. Some people reject biblical commands merely because they
are therapeutic. Some make the mistake of  thinking that God does not
want us whole. To not forgive is to harbor bitterness that will hurt many.
This has nothing to do with justifying the actions of  a perpetrator. On
the contrary, when we truly forgive, we have the emotional strength to
do what  is  appropriate in  regards  to the perpetrator—as in  the rape
example I provided earlier.

So how do we forgive? 

We find the anger, feel it, connect it to the offense and ask ourselves the
question: Is there any reason that would keep me from giving this anger
to Jesus. If  there is, bring those reasons to Jesus and let Him deal with
them.  When  He  does,  then  the  reasons  will  be  gone.  When  all  the
reasons are gone,  then you can release the anger for that  offense to
Jesus.  Once  the  anger  is  gone,  forgiving  that  offense—canceling  the
debt—is easy.

82



What You Need to Know About 
Following Jesus

Five things to remember

#1 Let yourself  be loved by God

This is the most important thing you can do. Don’t neglect this. Open
the door where Jesus is knocking. Let God in. Let Him bathe you with
His love, His forgiveness, His truth. Let Him rebuild your life. This is
not a one time deal;  this is a lifelong journey. Every day, open up to
God. We love because we first let God love us. Run toward God, not
away  from  Him.  Life  and  God  sometimes  make  no  sense.  God
sometimes feels far away. We run to God with our doubts, our fears, our
trials, our celebrations. We trust in His goodness and His strength by
coming back to Him. We treasure God’s word, the Bible, and our times
of  worship and prayer because they give us opportunity to connect with
Him, to learn from Him, to be with Him.

#2 Get honest with yourself, with God, with others

Coming out of  denial is the key to the Christian faith. God isn’t scared
of  your honesty. Transformation takes place when the real you connects
with he real God. This is why some people get stuck in all  kinds of
religious gyrations that do them no good and do others no good. They
can’t get real with themselves, with God and with others. Tell yourself
the truth. You may need to admit that you don’t have it all together. If
that happens, welcome to the human race.

#3 Love the person in front of  you

Care for,  value,  accept,  serve,  forgive,  honor,  seek to understand the
person in front of  you. You were put here on earth to make an eternal
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difference for good in the lives of  other people. Start with the person in
front of  you. 

#4 Embrace God’s rule

God’s in charge. He has the right to do it His way. It’s His show. He
makes the rules. We follow them. God doesn’t serve us; we serve Him.
He doesn’t answer to us; we answer to Him.

#5 Hang with Christian friends and mentors

Flying solo in the Christian life doesn’t work. Others are here to help
you with your Christian journey—if  you’ll let them.

Dealing with roadblocks

Can you identify anything that’s standing in the way of  your relationship
with God? Are you willing to deal with it?

These things usually come in one of  two forms: a sin or a lie. 

Sins include anything that God wants you to do that you’re not doing, or
anything He doesn’t want you to do that you are doing. 

Lies are anything that feels true about God, about yourself  or about
your world even though it  isn’t true. “Feels  true” is  a key phrase. If
something feels true, even though you know it isn’t, then at some level
you are believing a lie. Sins and lies are no problem for God to take care
of, but we need to be willing to get real with ourselves and with God.

Be aware of  these lie-based emotions.104

F – Fear (including anxiety, worry, panic)
A – Abandonment (including loneliness)
S – Shame105 (“It’s all my fault,” “I must have done something
to cause this,”) 
T – Taintedness (“I’m damaged goods.”)
C  –  Confusion  (Something  isn’t  right,  but  I  don’t  have  a

104 You can remember them using the acronym FAST CHIP. Adapted from
material by Dr. Ed Smith.

105 Shame can accompany guilt, but guilt is true, shame is false. People often
feel shame for experiences that aren’t their fault. 
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category to put it in.)
H – Hopelessness (“Nothing can be done to help me.”)
I – Invalidation (“I’m not good enough.”)
P – Powerlessness (or helplessness)

In order to avoid a vicious cycle of  sin-confess-sin-confess-sin, we need
to  get  at  the  reason why  we feel  the  need  to  do  the  sin.  Dig  deep
enough, and you usually find lies. We need to go to God to get the truth
from Him that sets us free from those lies. Sometimes we can do that on
our own. Sometimes we need help from someone who is trained to help.
Sometimes one encounter with God completely clears up a given sin or
lie.  Sometimes  we  need  multiple  encounters  with  God.  Stay  with  it.
Don’t give up. Over the course of  your life, you’ll come back to God
many times to clear up stuff  like this. We’re all a work in progress, and
we all need to do this.

God often wants to deal with the whole history of  a lie in our lives. He
may often ask us to return to the place (the memory) where a given lie
first entered our lives. There, in that memory, He conveys the truth. 

Once you clear away the lies that drive the sin, then confessing the sin to
God, that is, admitting the truth about the sin to God and taking His
attitude toward it becomes super easy.

Be honest with God about your sins. Admit your faults. Then you can
count on Him to forgive your sins and make you clean inside. 1 JOHN 1:9
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Top Ten Life Lessons

Here are ten things I learned the hard way. I share them with you so that
you can avoid the pain I experienced by not knowing them sooner.

#10 Today, by your actions, you will demonstrate whether you are
ready for a promotion in life or not

You may not be in the circumstances you want to be in, but the key to
moving forward is to be faithful where you are. You may not like the
task that has been given to you, but how you perform it reveals your
character.  Do you accept it  as an opportunity to show your love for
God? 

Whatever task you’ve been given, give it your best, because you’re not
working for men; you’re working for God. COLOSSIANS 3:23

 

#9 Nobody cares how much you know until they know how much
you care

Drink deep from the love of  God so that you will have the power to see
others through His eyes. You and I have great ideas that will make our
world a better place. Those ideas get unleashed as we learn to care.

#8 Learn to listen

Teachable people get to their dreams ten times faster than unteachable
people. Everyone can teach you something, if  you are willing to humble
yourself  and listen. Wisdom is like an Easter Egg hunt; God hides it in
unexpected places. Listen to people that the world shoves aside. Listen
to people who disagree with you. Listen to people who are too old and
too young, too rich and too poor, and, yes, too clueless. If  you do, you
will walk away a wiser person.
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#7 Learn to forgive.

Forgive  yourself.  Forgive  your  family.  Forgive  others.  This  is  non-
optional.  You  absolutely  need  this  to  be  right  with  God and  whole
inside.

#6 In times of  trouble, turn to God

Every  challenge,  every  trial,  every tragedy can be  an opportunity  for
God, if  you allow it to be. Yes, it hurts. Feel the pain, and hold it up to
God. Keep doing that until He brings you through. Something good is
waiting for you on the other side.

I don’t like pain, but I know it comes into our lives. For years I prayed,
“God, give me maximum mileage out of  my misery.” I don’t want to
suffer any more than I have to. Trials can turn you sweet or bitter, and it
all hinges on one thing: which direction you run.

Run to God.

#5 Dream big, and every day take a small step toward your dreams

You have a great big God inside you, and He has no small plans for you.
You were designed to make a difference. You have the power to make an
eternal difference for good in many lives; use your influence wisely. But
don’t  just  daydream;  take  action.  You  don’t  get  from  here  to  there
without moving. It may be a small step, but after you take it, you’ll be
closer  to where  you want  to be.  We crawl  before  we walk;  we walk
before we run. So take the small step today; take it now.

#4 You are at war whether you know it or not

Your enemy’s main line of  attack is deception. He will tell you lies about
who you are, who God is, what your world is really like. He doesn’t lie to
you because he is your friend; but he will do everything in his power to
make you believe that your friends are your enemies, and your enemies
are your friends. Your enemy will try to corrupt all of  your God-given
desires and use them as a weapon against you, but God satisfies your

87



desires  with  good things.  Your  best  line  of  defense  is  to  take  every
doubt, every temptation to Jesus and get from Him the truth that sets
you free.106 

#3 Know who you are

You are a royal son or daughter of  God—loved by God, designed to
make a difference, created to live forever, indestructible, undefeatable.
That’s the real you. That’s the you that lives forever. The Bible tells you
how the real you operates. What does a rock star do? He acts like a rock
star.  How does  a  Navy  Seal  operate?  He  operates  according  to  his
identity. You also are invited to act according to your identity. When you
can’t, when you feel drawn to some other experience or behavior, it’s
time to go back to God and say, “Something inside is broken. Could
You please fix it for me?”

 

#2 We really only have one power: to say yes (or no) to God

Find the door where Jesus is knocking, and let Him in. I’ll give you a
hint.  Usually the door is where the pain is. Invite Him in, and watch
everything change. This is how you start the Christian life, and this is
how you continue it. You fling every door open, and invite Jesus all the
way in to be whoever He wants to be.

#1 Someday you and I stand before God

Compared  to  that,  all  other  things  shrink  into  insignificance.  That
defines our existence and determines our priorities. Someday, I will be
on the other side waiting for you. Heaven will not be complete for me
until you are there.

106 See John 8:32.
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Six Reasons Why I Choose Jesus

1. Jesus fixes things that are broken

I start here: Jesus understands that the world is messed up, and He is
doing something about it. In John 11107 we find Jesus at the grave of  his
friend Lazarus. In a few moments, Jesus will raise him from the dead.
But, before He does, He pauses and weeps. Why? There can be only one
explanation. Jesus cares. He feels our hurt. He knows things aren’t as
they should be.

In Luke 7108, Jesus stops a funeral procession, addresses the mother of
the young man who died and says, “Don’t  cry.” A moment later,  He
commands the young man to stand up. Life returns; the funeral turns
into  a  dance  of  celebration.  In  Christianity,  we  have  a  God  who  is
capable of  fixing everything that has gone wrong.  We have a leader,
Jesus Christ,  who has sent out His followers to begin the process of
setting things right.

In the Christian Bible, we find a God who is, among other things, angry
(Romans 1). God is angry at everything that messes up our lives. That is
a great comfort to me. You and I live in a world where little children are
sold  into  sexual  slavery,  where  innocent  people  are  tortured,  where
people starve because governments are corrupt. God has reason to be
angry.  If  He  wasn’t  angry,  I  would  be  concerned.  Anger  is  the
appropriate response to injustice. It comes before justice. Without anger,
there would be no setting things right.

But if  God were only angry, we would be sunk. Who wants to live in a
universe where God is always and only angry? I don’t. It’s good to know
that God is happy. He feels good about Himself, about His plans. Jesus
hung out with friends. They laughed together. God has fun. The fruit of
God’s Spirit is joy and peace. God laughs. He’s supremely confident in
His ability to run the universe, to set things right, to punish those who

107 Day 37 of  The Easy Bible Volume Two
108 Day 25 of  The Easy Bible Volume One
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are intent on opposing Him.

2. Our choices have consequences

Jesus does present a God to whom we are personally accountable. At
some point, each of  us must stand before God and answer for how we
chose to live our lives. Our choices have consequences. Many people
don’t like that. 

I think that’s why many are so eager to construct a worldview where
God isn’t needed. 

How well are we doing with that? 

Not  so  good,  in  my  opinion.  The  Darwinism  that  makes  God
unnecessary  and  irrelevant  by  replacing  Him  with  natural  selection
creates a nightmarish universe where might makes right and the gang
with  the  most  power  wins  the  struggle  for  survival.  There  is  no
resolution for the endless grief  humanity has suffered because suffering
is  inherent  to  the  process  of  natural  selection,  a  system where  you
survive at the expense of  those who don’t. It invites and feeds Nazism,
genocide and every other form of  disregard for the weak, the old, the
sick, the needy. In Darwinism, sooner or later you need to grow up and
face this  bleak reality:  You have no value; you are merely a chemical
accident, a blip on the radar screen of  time, another poor schmuck just
trying to eat before you get eaten.

If  you  dispense  with  the  Creator,  then  you  also  have  the  dizzying
intellectual problem of  nothing creating something, of  the natural being
somehow supernatural,  of  the  universe  creating  itself—a magic  trick
that it cannot now repeat. You have the statistical absurdity of  atoms
lining up in the exact sequence to form DNA, RNA, proteins and all the
essential moving parts of  the simplest cell possible. That’s sort of  like
guessing on your first try all the passwords to get into all the databases
of  the CIA, the FBI and the NSA. (Good luck!) Then, to keep things
moving, you have naturalistic evolution which involves up to millions of
base pairs of  DNA magically rearranging themselves in not only one
creature, but also, at the same time, in another creature of  the opposite
sex. Those creatures must find each other, mate, produce offspring who
also mate  and create  a  population that  doesn’t  get  eaten by  all  their
competitors. This needs to happen not just once, but millions of  times.
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Could it happen? Sure, anything is conceivable. But it seems just as likely
that you will find yourself, when you take your next breath, sitting on the
surface of  Mars.

3. Christianity is the statistical best bet

On the other hand, Christianity seems to me to be the statistical best
bet. If  you had to bet on a religion, where would you put your money?
If  there is a God smart enough to create the universe and if  He has
requirements, then it logically follows that He would be smart enough to
find a way to communicate His requirements to a significant portion of
the  human race.  Therefore,  it  seems like a  reasonable bet  that  some
portion of  the human race has figured out the God question. If  there is
a God, and if  He does have a following here on earth, then statistically
the  best  bets  would  be  Christianity  (33% of  the  earth’s  population),
Islam (21%) and Hinduism (14%). (Only 8% of  the earth’s population
does not believe in a God.)

Let’s  look at  our choices.  Christianity  is  more  established worldwide.
Islam is a latecomer on the scene with Mohammad dating from 570 AD.
We have to ask why God would wait so long in history to make Himself
known. Christianity per se starts at about 30 AD, but shares its roots
with Judaism going back to Abraham (2000 BC), and, according to the
Bible, to the very beginning. Although Hindu roots go back 3000 BC to
the birth of  Krishna, Hinduism is localized around India and hasn’t had
much success elsewhere. We would think God is interested in more than
just  the  Indian  subcontinent.  Christianity  has  had  the  most  success,
spreading to every continent. Islam comes in second. Historically, Islam
has spread through conquest. Yes, Christianity has had some conquest
conversions, but gentle persuasion accounts for most of  its success.

4. Christians have paid the price for their faith

Christians  have  validated  their  faith  by  their  sacrifices.  There  is
considerable antipathy against Christians and Jews in nearly every culture
and nation. Why? If  there really is an unseen battle between good and
evil as the Christian religion teaches, and if  Christians and Jews really are
the people of  God, then this universal hatred for them begins to make
sense. On the flip side, over 100 million Christians have paid with their
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lives for their faith. That kind of  dedication captures one’s  attention.
Why would they be willing to make this supreme sacrifice? In radical
Islam,  the  Muslim martyr  dies  killing.  But  in  radical  Christianity,  the
Christian martyr dies caring.

5. All religions are not the same

You must make a choice. The idea that all religions teach basically the
same thing isn’t true. They teach mutually contradictory tenets. Some of
their teachings may overlap, but to embrace one you will need to reject
others. Which one should you embrace?

Buddhism  blames  all  our  problems  on  ambitions.  Give  up  all  your
desires and achieve Nirvana. I say, if  you give up all your desires, you
cease to be human. If  I need to choose between God as a noble silence
(Buddhism) and God as a loving Father (Christianity), I’ll take the Father
any day of  the week. I like having a God I can talk to, and One who just
might talk to me.

Hinduism teaches reincarnation, a try, try again religion where you never
consciously  face  the  consequences  of  your  choices.  That  goes
completely against my concept of  justice.

Islam  means  “submission.”  God  is  judge.  Absolute  obedience  is
required. No relationship is possible. If  you’re good enough, you earn
your way to paradise. But how do you know if  you’re good enough?
Even the best person has faults. Why are one person’s faults tolerated
and the next person’s are not? I don’t see a remedy for the flaws that
infect every human being on the planet.

Agnostics remind me of  the person who refused to buy homeowners
insurance because he had never seen a house burn down before.

Christianity  offers  grace.  Christianity  is  founded on the  premise  that
God loves humans so much that He became a human, that as a human
He suffered and died to demonstrate how much He cares about us, and
that He came back to life to demonstrate His power over death. The
followers of  Jesus Christ are taught that we don’t get connected to God
because we do good, but rather we do good because we are connected
with  God.  This  paradigm  shift  empowers  even  the  most  grievous
offender to find personal restoration and a relationship with a personal-
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infinite God.

6. Things go better with God

Life works better God’s way.  If  you carefully read books on success,
personal  growth,  fulfillment,  business  growth  and  so  on,  you  find
Biblical principles restated again and again. No wonder that nations with
a strong Christian heritage are typically much wealthier than nations with
little or no Christian heritage.

Christianity promises a powerful afterlife. The promise of  eternal life,
fully  conscious,  self-actualized,  total  fulfillment,  in  a  community  of
people  whom you love and who love you,  in  relationship  with  God
Himself  is an awesome promise. If  only 10% of  it were true, it would
be far too good to miss.

If  the benefits don’t sway you, consider this: It’s far too dangerous not
to choose  Jesus  Christ.  Christianity  emphasizes  a  real,  conscious  and
certain meeting with God that will take place for all of  us at which time
we will be assigned an eternal destiny, heaven or hell. We may not like
the  idea  of  hell,  but  if  there’s  any  chance—even  a  1/100th  of  1%
chance that hell is real, then we need to take steps to avoid it. Think
about it. We don’t expect our houses to burn down or our cars to be
stolen,  but  we  buy  insurance  anyway,  just  in  case.  The  descriptions
provided by those who claim to have visited hell are far too terrible to
ignore. Better to make peace with God and avoid hell, than to avoid the
issue and find yourself  trapped in an eternal nightmare. That’s how I
slice the pie.

Moving forward

What about you? If  you’re searching for a faith, let me recommend a
prayer:

“True God of  the universe, I want to make the right choice. I want to
choose You. Make Yourself  real to me, I pray. Grant me wisdom and
courage to choose correctly, because I want to please You. Please make
the right choice abundantly clear to me, and remove any obstacles that
would keep me from choosing You.”
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Are you ready to choose Jesus? Here’s a prayer for you:

“Lord Jesus, I invite You into my life, into the deepest places of  my
heart, into the everydayness of  my life. You died on the cross for me.
You were buried and You came back to life and ascended into heaven to
prepare a place for me. I thank You. I give my life to You. Forgive me
for  all  my  wrongs.  Grant  me  the  ability  to  forgive  those  who  have
wronged me.  Make me into  a  new person,  a  person who loves  and
follows You. Bring truth to all  the places where I  have believed lies.
Grant me the gift of  life with you.”

If  you’ve prayed this prayer, please contact a Christian friend or pastor
who can help you with your spiritual journey. And share your story with
us. We would love to hear from you.
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When Christian Leaders Disappoint

Sooner or later,  it’s going to happen. A Christian leader you respect,
admire—even depend on—will disappoint you. They will do something
to demonstrate that they are profoundly human. Leaders make mistakes.
Leaders fall into sin. Leaders make decisions that leave you completely
bewildered.

I want to give you a game plan for dealing with this kind of  situation.
Here are some thoughts and suggestions.

Let yourself  feel what you feel.  Whatever it  is—grief,  anger, betrayal,
disappointment, doubt, disillusionment—let yourself  feel it. But don’t
stop there. Take those feelings to Jesus. Share them with Him. Let this
be an opportunity for you to grow closer to Him and for Him to speak
healing truth into your life.  You may need help processing what has
happened. Find a godly counselor with a lot of  maturity and talk things
through.

Understand that some will gloat. Don’t join them. Some will use this as
proof  that  their  petty  theological  differences  with  this  leader  are
vindicated. Don’t  buy into it.  Leaders of  all  stripes fail.  Deciding on
what  you  believe  should  NOT be  determined  by  which  leaders  fail.
Rather it should be something that you do with an open Bible, the Holy
Spirit and input from many sources.

Understand that the name of  God is under attack. When David sinned
with Bathsheba, Nathan the prophet told him, “By doing this, you have
caused  the  enemies  of  God  to  show utter  contempt.”  The  enemy’s
strategy is to get leaders to fall so that those who were influenced by the
leader will throw out the baby with the bath water; that is, they will give
up on their faith because a human leader failed. Respond by affirming
the goodness and wisdom of  God. God did not fall. One of  His human
agents did.

Any human leader can and sometimes will fail. The only perfect human

95



being is Jesus Christ. That’s one reason why you don’t put all your eggs
in  one  basket.  It’s  easy,  especially  for  people  who  are  new to  their
journey of  faith,  to  latch  onto  one leader  or  mentor  and make that
person the focus of  your faith journey. While that can be good, it can
also be devastating if  your one and only mentor stumbles and falls. As
soon as you can, invite input from a variety of  Christian leaders. You
may feel close to one or two, and that’s fine. But the others provide a
safety net.

Don’t minimize the good God has already done in your life through this
leader. God uses imperfect people. There was a couple in ministry who
specialized  in  marriage  classes.  I  took  one  of  their  classes.  It  was
fantastic—one of  the best classes I ever took. Soon afterward, it came
out that one of  them was having an affair. It was clear that the enemy
was  trying  to  neutralize  their  ministry,  and,  of  course,  their  public
ministry did end at that point. But the class I took was still fantastic. I
learned  a  lot,  and  I  still  appreciate  them and  what  God  taught  me
through them.

Remember that God restores. All of  us make mistakes. All of  us fail.
Christian leaders will fail, but they can be restored just like anyone else.
But that process of  restoration takes time.  It  probably won’t  happen
overnight. And it shouldn’t. It takes time to build a solid foundation for
life and ministry.

But don’t make your faith dependent on the restoration of  your favorite
leader. Some leaders won’t be restored. You need to move on with God
regardless.

Should you be part of  that restoration process? Only if  you have the
relational connection, the spiritual maturity and a green light from God.
In any case, plenty of  people will  be telling the leader what a rotten
person he is, how much she has disappointed, and so on. Don’t join that
chorus of  voices. Be a friend. Listen. Love unconditionally. Speak the
truth in love. If  you’re not in a good place emotionally and spiritually
yourself, get out of  the way and let someone else do this. 

If  you think you can’t stumble, watch out! You’re already off  balance. 1
CORINTHIANS 10:12

In any case, your prayers are more important than anything else. Pray
that God will meet with this leader who has disappointed and that He
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will do what only He can do in that person’s life. God is able to do far
more than we can ask or imagine.

Years ago, before I was born, my mother’s only sibling, an older sister,
died at the age of  twenty-five. Obviously, it was a devastating time for
her family. “What are we going to do?” my grandmother asked. “Life
goes on,” was my grandfather’s reply.

Life goes on. God is still good. God still loves you. God still cares. If
you use this as an opportunity to run toward God rather than away from
Him, you will emerge a stronger person because of  it.
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The Bible: Your GPS

The Bible shows you how to get right with God and be safe forever. All
of  it comes from God and benefits us, teaching us what we don’t know,
setting us straight when we go in the wrong direction, showing us how
to please God, so that God’s followers can be ready for everything God
requires. 2 TIMOTHY 3:15b-17 

The Bible is your GPS guiding you through all the twists and turns in
life,  navigating  you  past  detours,  getting  you  safely  to  your  final
destination. For hundreds of  years, multiplied millions of  people have
relied  on  the  Bible  as  their  guidebook  in  life.  The  result  has  been
hospitals,  orphanages,  happy  families,  care  for  the  needy,  rewarding
marriages,  successful  businesses,  heroic  acts  of  courage  and
compassion.  Yes, there have been people who claimed to believe the
Bible who have committed outrageous and disgusting acts.  But these
people are the exception, not the rule. And, certainly, the Bible was not
to blame.

Have you ever wished you could just sit down and have a conversation
with God? What would you ask Him? What do you imagine He would
say? Many of  the questions you might want to ask have been asked, and
God’s answers have already been recorded in the Bible.

If  you want to have that conversation with God, begin by demonstrating
that you are ready and willing to listen to Him. For starters, that means
listening  to  and  obeying  the  Bible.  It  also  means  listening  to  godly
leaders in a community of  faith. The Bible and the community of  faith
serve as important safeguards allowing you to test and evaluate anything
you think you might be hearing from God.

At times the Bible will contradict your circumstances. God’s promises
will seem like far off  fantasies. But, God says that His word is like fire
and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces. (Jeremiah 23:29) Give
God  room  and  give  Him  time.  He  has  the  power  to  change  your
circumstances,  but  your  circumstances  will  never  have  the  power  to

98



change His word.

Keep in mind that the Bible is like food. If  you go a few days without
eating, you’ll feel the difference. Let yourself  enjoy a spiritual feast every
day.

The Easy Bible®

To make it easier for you to get established in the Bible, we’ve created
The Easy Bible®. Don’t let the name fool you! This is not a “junior Bible.”
Nothing is  watered down. Think of  it  as  an “approachable Bible”—
something you can share with your friends who are beginning their faith
journey,  and  something  that  will  challenge  and  inspire  you,  even  if
you’ve been reading the Bible for years.

And, if  you’re a beginner, when you finish reading The Easy Bible®, any
Bible will make sense to you. You won’t be a Bible scholar—that takes
years—but you will be able to pick up any Bible written in English and
know your way around. You won’t  be embarrassed when people talk
about the Bible because you will  know what they’re saying.  Many of
your  questions  about  the  Bible  will  be  answered  in  these  365  daily
readings. You’ll walk away with a clear sense of  how the Bible works and
why it’s by far the best selling book of  all time. More importantly, you’ll
learn how you can personally get to know the God behind the Bible and
become His friend.

Twelve volumes of  The Easy Bible® are being planned; at this writing four
are in print.

The Easy Bible® Table of  Contents

Volume One: Read Me First

Faith: What does it mean to experience God? Here’s how to
connect with God in a meaningful way.

Day 1
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Insider information: Tools to crack open the Bible and make
sense of  it.

Day 2

Meaningful conversation with God: Take a fresh look at the
most famous prayer in the Bible and discover how to make it
work for you.

Day 3

Discovering God’s heart:  Imagine what  it  would be like to
have a heart-to-heart conversation with God Himself. What
would He say? It might sound something like this.

Day 4

Creation:  When we go back to the beginning,  we not only
discover God, but we learn why our lives have dignity and
significance.

Day 5

A  gift  to  all  humanity:  God  goes  beyond  the  miracle  of
creation and shares with humanity the power to create life.

Day 6

How we lost our way: Something isn’t right. The world we
live in cannot be the world God intended. What went wrong?
Discover  the  answer  and  learn  powerful  secrets  about
overcoming doubt and shame.

Day 7

The God Man: How does an invisible God show Himself  to
the  human  race?  He  clothes  Himself  with  human  skin.
Discover  how God joined the  human family,  and how He
invites us to join His family.

Day 8

Our inner cry: Sometimes our lives are defined by a single
prayer. If  you’ve ever pleaded with God only to have your
prayers fall on “deaf  ears,” this is for you.

Day 9

Miracle  mothers:  Follow  the  story  of  two  women  who
couldn’t have children,  yet,  miraculously, they did. Discover
the  secret  of  seeing  beyond our  circumstances  to  a  much
greater God-given reality.

Day 10

No fear:  What  happens  when  we  take  our  fears  to  God?
Learn a little-known process for transforming your fears.

Day 11

Christmas:  Relive the first  Christmas and discover why the Day 12
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birth of  Jesus has inspired wonder and awe for more than
twenty centuries.

Jesus as a child: Look at two incidents from Jesus’ childhood.
Hint: They both involve travel.

Day 13

Repent!  Even  well-meaning  Christians  misunderstand  the
word “repent.” Learn more about this precious gift God gives
His children.

Day 14

Temptation:  Jesus  shows  us  how  to  meet  and  defeat
temptation. As a bonus, learn the oxygen mask principle.

Day 15

Oops! A socially awkward moment—but God shows up! Day 16

What  really  matters?  Jesus  slices  through  the  cloud  of
confusion  that  surrounds  religion,  and  makes  things
beautifully clear.

Day 17

What  God  requires:  Some  people  love  rules.  Others  hate
them. Jesus weighs in with His surprising take on a culture
governed by rules.

Day 18

Your secret  identity:  Look at  our three identities  and learn
powerful lessons about who we really are.

Day 19

Con artists:  How do you tell  the difference between a con
artist and the real thing? Jesus gives us a formula.

Day 20

Born again:  Do you  need to  “get  religion”?  No.  We need
something far important.

Day 21

Unwanted?  Ever  been  left  out,  excluded,  picked  last,
unwanted? Ever wonder how God feels about you?

Day 22

Shameful secrets: Have you ever felt that God would never
want you because of  who you are or what you’ve done? Learn
the reassuring truth.

Day 23

Stuck! Trapped by our own inability to see a way out? Jesus
makes a way where there is no way.

Day 24
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Tragedy  reversed:  Jesus  slices  through  human  tragedy  and
brings us what we didn’t dare imagine.

Day 25

Panic: Learn a powerful secret about the way out of  panic. Day 26

Shopping for a God: If  you could go shopping for a God,
what kind of  God would you look for?

Day 27

What we hide: Nearly all of  us have problems that we cannot
talk  about.  We  scramble  for  solutions,  but  Jesus  has
something much better.

Day 28

Being  cool:  Trying  to  fit  in?  Jesus  offers  a  refreshing
alternative.

Day 29

Perfect,  you  and  me?  You  and  I  are  headed  (I  hope)  for
heaven—a perfect place filled with perfect people. But what
happens when we get there? After all, we aren’t perfect, right?

Day 30

Starting over: We each get a shot at life. But, sooner or later,
all of  us—at some level—blow it. We make a bad decision,
and we’re stuck with the consequences. See how God picks
up the pieces of  our lives and empowers us to start over.

Day 31

Volume  One  of  The  Easy  Bible® is  available  in  paperback  here:
https://www.CreateSpace.com/3738738 More formats  and options  at
TheEasyBible.com.

Volume Two: The Story of  Jesus

Loss: Powerful lessons about loss, doubt and leadership. Day 32

Enough: It’s easy to look around and see what we lack. But 
God invites us to see what Jesus can do with what we have.

Day 33

Getting the door to open: How do you approach God? Do 
you need fancy religious prayers? The answer may surprise 
you!

Day 34

Ruined? Has anyone ever tried to destroy your reputation? Day 35
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Blame or opportunity? Some look at tragedy and see blame. 
Others see an opportunity for God.

Day 36

Dead end? A powerful story about compassion, friendship, 
hope and the supernatural power of  God.

Day 37

The shepherd song: For centuries the people of  God have 
turned here for comfort, hope and inspiration.

Day 38

The one question: This is the one question we need to get 
right.

Day 39

Pixie dust: Do you really want to die with the most toys? Day 40

The Good Samaritan: Jesus breaks through stereotypes and 
prejudices to show us how to care for one another.

Day 41

Must read: Almost everybody says we should do this, but 
few people know how it works.

Day 42

You never know: You never know when your actions will 
open the door for something amazing …

Day 43

Collision: Have you ever wondered how someone can be 
perfectly normal and totally crazy at the same time?

Day 44

Bullies: There’s just one problem with trying to bully God in 
the flesh … 

Day 45

Hidden heroes: Some people are overlooked in this life, but 
I can assure you they are well known in heaven.

Day 46

What to expect: Jesus lifts the curtain between us and the 
future, and tells us what to expect.

Day 47

Inspecting the fruit: How do we tell if  we’re really connected
to Jesus? Surprising answers!

Day 48

Courage: Have you ever needed to make a difficult but 
courageous decision?

Day 49
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Beauty and treachery: The pieces are put in position to 
unleash the greatest event in history.

Day 50

Reckless devotion: Shocking, by the social standards of  the 
day, but Jesus did it anyway.

Day 51

Goodbye: If  you knew you would be dead in 24 hours, what 
would you say to those you love?

Day 52

What will heaven be like? I’ve seen many people arrested, 
but never anything like this.

Day 53

Religion: no guarantee of  right. Do you know the difference 
between the real thing and a multitude of  fakes?

Day 54

Clueless: They were the two most powerful leaders in the 
region, and they didn’t have a clue.

Day 55

Pronouncing sentence: A lot of  people have tried, but 
nobody outmaneuvers God.

Day 56

Death of  Jesus: The soldier was a dealer in death, but this 
was a death unlike any he had ever seen.

Day 57

In the place of  despair: What would you do if  you came face
to face with the greatest miracle in history?

Day 58

Defining moment: In a moment, everything can change. Day 59

Meet the original skeptic: doubting Thomas. Discover how 
Jesus leads him back to faith

Day 60

I want you back: Watch Jesus restore a man who failed. Day 61

Going viral: Long before viral videos, a message started in 
an out-of-the-way Roman province. That message spread 
until there are now adherents in every nation on earth. 
Here’s how it started.

Day 62

Volume  Two  of  The  Easy  Bible® is  available  in  paperback  here:
https://www.CreateSpace.com/3778833 More formats  and options  at
TheEasyBible.com.
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Volume Three: Rebuilding Broken Lives

Murder!  The  first  family  had  a  lot  going  for  them,  but
something went terribly wrong.

Day 63

Stepping from earth to heaven: Meet Enoch, one of  the most
mysterious people in the Bible.

Day 64

Noah’s flood: It was a whole lot more than animals, two-by-
two.

Day 65

A tower to reach heaven: This explains a lot about why things
are the way they are.

Day 66

Outside our comfort zone:  Meet  Abraham, the  “father of
faith,” at the beginning of  his life of  adventure.

Day 67

The  first  battle:  Abraham’s  nephew  is  kidnapped  by  an
invading army. It’s time for a rescue operation.

Day 68

Our best plans unravel … badly: Ever get tired of  waiting for
God? But impatience has  a  way of  coming back to haunt
you.

Day 69

Negotiating … with God: Disturbing news puts Abraham in
an awkward position during a meeting with God.

Day 70

Fire from heaven: When human beings lose respect for God
and for one another, things go horribly wrong.

Day 71

Ultimate sacrifice: What would you do if  God asked you to
give Him what was most precious to you?

Day 72

Finding  a  bride:  Would  you  marry  someone  you’ve  never
met?

Day 73

Scammed by your own family: You gotta wonder, What were
they thinking?

Day 74

Seeing heaven: What would it be like to see heaven open and
see God Himself ?

Day 75
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Wedding  fraud:  In the  dirty  tricks  department,  this  has  to
rank somewhere near the top.

Day 76

Time to leave: Sometimes enough is enough. Day 77

A wrestling match with God: Imagine: You and your family
are  in  the  middle  of  nowhere.  Your  worst  enemy  is
approaching. With him are 400 men.

Day 78

Trusting God when tragedy strikes: It started out as a simple
walk  over  to  a  neighbor’s  house.  From there,  things  went
terribly wrong.

Day 79

I have a dream! Our dreams may be given by God, but, as
Joseph discovered,  when they collide with men, explosions
may occur.

Day 80

False  charges:  Out  of  the  frying  pan,  into the  fire.  Could
things possibly get any worse?

Day 81

Meeting the king: In a moment, everything can change. Day 82

Starving:  Sometimes  the  very  things  that  we  find  most
threatening are the things God has put in place to save our
lives.

Day 83

Letting go: What do you value the most? Are you willing to
put him, her or it in God’s hands? Sooner or later we all face
this deep challenge in our journey of  faith.

Day 84

The shock of  a lifetime: Years ago, I knew a woman whose
husband went off  to fight in World War I. When the war was
over, he didn’t return. He was missing and presumed dead.
As the years passed, she went on with her life. She remarried,
and was pregnant with their first child when one day there
came a knock at her door. It was her first husband. He was
alive.  In  today’s  reading,  Joseph’s  brothers  experience  a
similar shock.

Day 85

Finally whole: The drama that started on Day 74 comes to its
conclusion. A dysfunctional family finds healing.

Day 86
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A good man suffers: Today we start a new story, the story of
a good man who suffered.  Ultimately,  we will  address  the
question, “Where is God when I’m in pain?”

Day 87

Out of  touch: Ever have one of  those conversations where it
seems like the other person is not quite in the same room
with you?

Day 88

The confidence of  God: Sometimes the pain is so great that
no amount  of  explanation or  positive thinking will  take it
away.

Day 89

Faith for hard times: All of  us carry around a narrative—an
explanation for how and why things work the way they do.
But what happens when reality contradicts our narrative? Are
willing to step back and learn?

Day 90

The final defense: Job was like a man who was in prison for a
crime he didn’t commit. His friends kept counseling him to
plead  guilty,  but  he  wouldn’t.  Here  he  provides  his  last
defense, a last appeal to God to vindicate him.

Day 91

A new perspective:  Every  so  often  someone  comes  along
with  a  fresh  perspective,  a  new way  of  looking  at  things.
These  independent  thinkers—Christopher  Columbus,
Thomas Edison,  Albert  Einstein,  Steve  Jobs—they change
the way we look at things forever.

Day 92

God shows up: We’ve all suffered and wondered why. Here
God  shows  up,  and  gives  a  powerful  answer—but  it’s  an
answer we would never predict—not in a million years. This
powerful reading brings the story that started on Day 87 to
its conclusion.

Day 93

Volume  Three  of  The  Easy  Bible® is  available  in  paperback  here:
https://www.CreateSpace.com/4055998 More formats  and options  at
TheEasyBible.com.
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Volume Four: Law and Grace

Rescued from the river: “Throw your baby boys in the 
river!” In the middle of  oppression, a baby goes from the 
river to the palace. When he grows up, he’s forced to make a 
choice. His decision reset the course of  history.

Day 94

Why me? What’s the biggest job you’ve ever undertaken? 
Sometimes God comes along and offers us an assignment 
that’s way beyond our qualifications.

Day 95

When following God doesn’t seem to work: Have you ever 
done your best to follow God only for things to go from 
bad to worse? You’re not alone.

Day 96

Picking a fight with God: Most people are smart enough not
to pick a fight with God. Meet someone who wasn’t.

Day 97

The final disaster: God brings the showdown between Him 
and Pharaoh to a conclusion. In the process, He gives His 
people a lasting reminder of  His ability to rescue us from 
any bully.

Day 98

The sea splits open: The most powerful army in the world is 
closing in. Not only are the people of  God unarmed, but 
they have no place to run. Watch what God does!

Day 99

Our limitations—God’s opportunities: What kind of  God 
would allow everything to go wrong when we’re just trying 
to follow Him? The answer might surprise you.

Day 100

What God requires: To understand the Bible, you need a 
working knowledge of  God’s law. Here are a few things you 
need to know.

Day 101

Idolatry and witchcraft: When my children were small, we 
needed to warn them of  dangers, because they had no clue 
they were there. Likewise, God warns us.

Day 102

A picnic lunch with God: A group of  men enjoy a picnic 
lunch with God. A few days later, most of  them are building

Day 103
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an idol out of  gold and hosting a pagan orgy. Makes you 
wonder, doesn’t it?

Marriage and sex: If  you read carefully, you’ll see that God 
sets out to protect His people, especially those who are most
vulnerable.

Day 104

Money and oppression: God shows His heart when it comes
to caring for the poor and providing for God’s workers.

Day 105

Seeing God: What would it be like to talk with God face to 
face?

Day 106

The ancient code: Once upon a time, worship looked much 
different than it does today. Understanding this ancient code
of  worship unlocks much of  the Bible.

Day 107

Serious consequences: Nadab and Abihu experienced harsh 
consequences for what seemed to be minor offenses. But if  
you dig a little deeper, you find a God who is working to 
steer an entire nation away from a path of  destruction.

Day 108

Food, health and holidays: Understanding the culture of  the 
people in Bible times helps us better understand the message
of  the Bible.

Day 109

Unhappy campers: How we respond to hardship and to 
leaders we don’t agree with—these things reveal a lot about 
our character.

Day 110

Justice and mercy: Uncover timeless principles as you 
explore God’s requirements for justice and mercy in ancient 
Israel.

Day 111

War and conquest: Here we tackle a difficult topic: God’s 
order for the Israeli nation to wipe out the people groups in 
Canaan. We take an honest look at what the Bible says, and 
ponder what was behind those instructions.

Day 112
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Scared senseless: How can two people can look at exactly the
same picture and see two totally different things? Here’s an 
example of  people looking—but not seeing—with 
disastrous results.

Day 113

Mutiny! Learn about Korah and the rebellion he led against 
Moses. Along the way we learn powerful and important 
lessons on the holiness of  God.

Day 114

The eternal you: A transition begins. Moses’ administration 
is coming to an end, and a nation gets ready for a new 
leader, but not before Moses finishes an important task.

Day 115

A king, a prophet and a donkey: The story of  Balaam is one 
of  the strangest stories in the Bible. Here we start a three-
day look at the life of  a very mixed-up prophet

Day 116

Doing business with God: Balaam was like a voodoo priest 
for sale to the highest bidder. King Balak hired him to curse 
his enemies, but the whole thing quickly backfired.

Day 117

A secret plan to destroy God’s people: Balaam tried to get 
the supernatural to work for his own profit. Bad idea. Read 
about his secret plan and how it brought about his downfall.

Day 118

Where will we live? A homeless nation finally gets to move 
into their new home. But who will live where?

Day 119

Promises and warnings: God shares his promises and 
warnings with the nation of  Israel.

Day 120

The meaning of  life: All of  us look for meaning in life. As 
Moses reflects on his life and ponders his death, he shares 
some powerful thoughts about finding meaning and finding 
joy.

Day 121

Perspective: Here we pause to get perspective by looking at 
what Jesus and the prophets had to say about the law.

Day 122

A better way: The law was—and is—good. But God didn’t 
stop with the law. He provided something far better, 

Day 123
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something explained in detail by the Apostle Paul in the 
New Testament book of  Romans.

Your choice? Sooner or later, we all need to make a choice. 
God puts it to us clearly: We can rely on ourselves, or we can
rely on Jesus. Which is it going to be?

Day 124

Volume  Four  of  The  Easy  Bible® is  available  in  paperback  here:
https://www.CreateSpace.com/4174644 More formats  and options  at
TheEasyBible.com.

How the Bible Works109

The Bible is not a single book, but a collection of  66 books written by
several authors over a period of  about 1600 years ending roughly 100
AD. Some of  those books are longer than Hemingway’s  The Old Man
and the Sea. Some are less than a page long. Centuries after the Bible was
written, all but the shortest books were divided into chapters of  a page
or two each in length.  These chapters were later  divided into verses,
usually each about a sentence or two in length. The Bible contains 1,189
chapters and 31,102 verses. This allows us to identify exactly where a
certain quotation from the Bible is located. For example, John 3:16 is
from the book of  John, the 3rd chapter and the 16th verse. Publishers
of  the Bible arrange these 66 books in a certain order. (See chart below.)
But there is nothing magical about that order. The books of  the Bible
can be read in any order. In The Easy Bible®, we arrange the readings in a
way that will make more sense to a newcomer to the Bible. 

Translations The first 39 books (about 77% of  the words in the Bible) is
called the Old Testament and was written in Hebrew prior to the birth
of  Jesus Christ.  The second section,  or  New Testament contains the
remaining 27 books, and was originally written in Greek. Bibles written
in English are usually  translated directly  from manuscripts  written in
these original languages. Having many translations helps bring clarity to
the  original  meaning.  Paraphrases  of  the  Bible  attempt  to  put  the
thoughts behind the original into words that make sense to the reader.
The Easy Bible® is a guided reading paraphrase of  selected Bible passages.

109 Adapted from Day 2 of  The Easy Bible Volume One
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How the books of  the Bible are arranged

Old Testament New Testament

Law
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

History
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel
1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther

Wisdom
Job
Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of  Solomon

Prophets
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

Gospels (story of  Jesus)
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

History
Acts

Epistles (letters)
Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude

Prophecy
Revelation
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Content The Bible contains many types of  literature: songs, biographies,
history,  genealogies,  architecture,  correspondence (letters),  predictions,
essays,  stories,  laws,  pithy  sayings.  The  backbone  of  all  of  this  is  a
central narrative which explores God’s involvement in human lives. Our
version  will  focus  on that  central  narrative  while  including  some of
these other elements.

Because  the  Bible  was  written  by  many  authors,  God  used  the
personality  and  writing  style  of  each  author  to  communicate  His
message.  The process of  deciding which books to include in the Bible
was a group decision involving the people of  God and was revisited a
number of  times over several centuries. Jesus quoted from 24 of  37 Old
Testament books.110

The longest books of  the Bible are Psalms (150 chapters, 2461 verses,
42,685 words) and Jeremiah (52 chapters, 1366 verses, 42,652 words).
Although Isaiah has 66 chapters, Ezekiel (48 chapters) comes in third in
actual length (39,407 words). Word count varies, of  course, depending
on  the  translation  used.  By  comparison,  The  Old  Man  and  the  Sea is
27,315 words. 3 John (the Third Epistle of  John) is the shortest Bible
book at 293 words. Psalm 119 is the longest chapter, Psalm 117 is the
shortest. In most English Bibles, Esther 8:9 is the longest verse, John
11:35 is the shortest. 

Translation An  entire  science  (lower  textual  criticism)  has  developed
around  ensuring  that  the  manuscripts  from  which  the  Bible  was
translated accurately reflect the original writings.

The Easy Bible® is not intended to be a highly accurate translation suitable
for scholarly study. For example, there are places where the original text
is somewhat ambiguous—good people disagree on the precise meaning.
A highly accurate translation would attempt to preserve that ambiguity.
The Easy Bible® does not. It is not a word-for-word translation or even a
phrase-by-phrase  translation.  Rather  it  attempts  to  capture  the  main
flow of  thought in a given passage in a user-friendly fashion. As your
exploration of  the Bible continues, you’ll want to add to your library at
least  one  other  highly  readable  version  and at  least  one  more literal
word-for-word translation. 

The Easy Bible® contains less than 20% of  the text of  the entire Bible.

110 The New Testament quotes from 34.
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This is a deliberate choice to get you acquainted with the main flow of
the God story and introduce you to the different kinds of  literature
contained in the Bible without overwhelming you the first time through.

Is the Bible full of  contradictions?

I’ve  been a follower  of  Jesus  Christ  for  over  four  decades,  and I’ve
heard this objection countless times: The Bible is full of  contradictions.

This objection almost always comes from people who haven’t read the
Bible from cover to cover. Usually, they heard someone else say that the
Bible was riddled with contradictions and assumed it was true.

But some people have taken this objection very seriously. One of  them
was  Frank  Morrison.  He  was  an  investigative  journalist.  He  was  an
expert at questioning sources to poke holes in their stories. He knew
how to smell a fake, and he thought sure that he had one when it came
to the Bible.

Being  an  intelligent  person,  he  understood  that  the  single  most
important story in the Bible was the resurrection of  Jesus Christ. If  he
could  show that  the  accounts  of  the  resurrection  were  riddled  with
contradictions, he would be able to debunk Christianity and the Bible
for good.

You can almost  see  him rubbing his  hands together with glee  as  he
opened the Bible, prepared to slice through these stories with his razor-
sharp intellect.  Weeks later,  after digging and digging and digging, he
was forced to accept the conclusion that he never expected: Jesus Christ
rose from the dead, and everything the Bible said about Him was true.
You can read that story in his now famous book, Who Moved the Stone? 

I  have  to  agree  with  Frank  Morrison.  I’ve  been  through  the  Bible
hundreds of  times, and I haven’t found anything that makes me doubt
its reliability. Use those “contradictions” as a starting point if  you like.
Study them out.  I  believe,  if  you’re honest,  you’ll  come to the  same
conclusion that Frank Morrison did.

And finally, I’ll also say this: Bring ‘em on! If  you think you’ve found
contradictions in the Bible, let me know about them. I’ll be glad to look
at them with you.
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Online resources

Check our blog and resources at TheEasyBible.com for

• 25 Read-me-first Bible Passages

• 25 Most Important People in the Bible

• Top 10 Bible Verses

• Bible books largest to smallest

• Which books of  the  Bible  are  easiest?  (a  ranking of  the  66
books of  the Bible from easiest to most difficult to read with
notes of  explanation)

There are a number of  great  websites where you can read the Bible
online.  My  personal  favorite  is  BibleGateway.com.  On
BibleGateway.com  you  can  explore  a  number  of  Bible  translations.
Some are designed for readability. Some are designed for word-for-word
accuracy. It’s good to become familiar with both.
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Are You Ready?

As I was writing the material that I used for this book, I learned that a
dear  friend  has  been  diagnosed  with  a  challenging  form  of  cancer.
Treatment options are limited; survival rates are low. While we hope and
pray for the best, we don’t know what will happen. Barring a miracle
from God, my friend moves into the end game—tying up loose ends,
putting his affairs in order, and preparing for the event that all of  us will
face: death.

Are you ready?

Someone said that death is the new obscenity. We don’t talk about it. We
don’t want to think about it. But sooner or later, we all experience it.
None of  us can predict when death will occur. For any of  us, it could be
today. We don’t know.

The Bible makes it clear that death isn’t the end of  our existence, but
rather the beginning of  our eternity. Two destinations compete for our
conscious  eternal  selves:  heaven  and  hell.  While  hell  is  a  place  of
isolation and torment, heaven is God’s home. It is the permanent home
of  God’s family. As a son or daughter of  God, eternal life in heaven is
your  birthright.  It’s  part  of  your  identity.  This  is  important  because
many people  are  trying to earn their  way into heaven by their  good
deeds. But you can’t earn your way into God’s family any more than I
could earn my way into your family. That’s not how it works.

The Bible explains that our connection to Jesus Christ gives us a place in
God’s family. 

Those who open their arms to welcome the God-Man [Jesus],
and believe the God-Message—these are the ones who have the
power  to be  children of  God,  born by God Himself  into a
whole new life. JOHN 1:12-13 

The person who has Jesus, the Son of  God, has life. The one
who does not have Jesus does not have life. 1 JOHN 5:12
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Jesus lived the perfect life that none of  us can or will live. He died taking
our place,  receiving the death we deserved for our  wrongdoings.  He
came back to life, erasing our guilt and assuring us a place in heaven—if
and only if  we open the door of  our lives and invite Him in as our
Leader and God.

In  1834  Edward  Mote  wrote  these  words  which  became  part  of  a
famous hymn still sung in many churches today:

My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
On Christ the solid Rock I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.

The best way to live a life of  confidence and peace is to settle the death
question right now. Live with the assurance that you belong to Jesus, that
you are part of  God’s eternal family, that no matter what happens you
will be eternally safe.

Here are some words you could use to express your decision:

Jesus, I say yes to You. I invite You in. I give my life to You. I make You
my Leader  and  my  God.  Thank  You  for  dying  in  my  place.  I  stop
trusting in my own efforts to make it to heaven, and instead I put my
trust in You. Please guide me through life and bring me safely to the
eternal home You have prepared for me.

Your connection with Jesus also connects you to millions of  “brothers”
and “sisters” in Christ. Your new family is a work in progress just like
you are. But one day you and your new family will be perfect and will
spend eternity together, doing the things you love to do, enjoying the
people you care about most. Start connecting with your new family right
away. Learn what you can from your older brothers and sisters, and do
what you can to help others find the way. Remember, you don’t do good
to earn a place in God’s family; you do good because you are a member
of  God’s family. Doing good is part of  your identity. It’s who you are.
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About the Author
Some people look at me and say that I’ve
lived a charmed life. I smile. They don’t
know  our  story.  Rape,  homelessness,
poverty, addictions, bankruptcy, business
failure,  overdoses,  abuse,  grief  and loss
have all been weaved into our lives. But
along  with that  has  come the  beautiful
presence of  the only One who can make
it all okay.

So, yes, I have lived a charmed life. I am truly happy—happier than I’ve
ever been, or ever imagined I could be. The fear that once haunted me is
gone. I look for the anger which once boiled beneath the surface, and I
can’t  find  it.  The  marriage  that  seemed destined  for  divorce  is  now
better than it has ever been. 

Am I in denial? 

I don’t think so. I found something that I didn’t expect to find in a place
I  didn’t  expect  to  find  it.  I  found  hope.  I  found  peace.  I  found
transformation.

And now I want to share that find with you. That’s why I wrote this
book. There is a mirror out there; if  you find it, and look inside, you will
be amazed at the person looking back at you.

Author Dwight Clough

Learn more about Dwight Clough and his work at EmpowerGood.com,
DwightClough.com and TheEasyBible.com.

Order this book at
https://www.createspace.com/4742151 →
← http://EmpowerGood.com/about-you

118


